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          President Gene River       

 

LEADER’S LINE                         By President Gene Rivers 

 

Greetings to All Fly Fishers,  

I love to fish until dark.  The little stream down the road is usually quiet in the late 

afternoon.  The fish are often active as the day comes to a close. The oak trees were turning 

colors, but they have more beauty to display in the weeks ahead. Nature is so beautiful in 

October.   

 

Page 1    President Gene talks 
about Fall fishing. It is always a 
special time of year for fly 
fishers. 
 

 

  

                                         

         

   

 Page 3  The October club 

program is a virtual fly fishing 

trip to some of our beautiful 

Western rivers.  

 

 

 

Page 4  The next club outing is 
for Chum Salmon at Hoodsport. 
Jim McAllister is Ghillie on this 
unique fishery. 
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None of my fishing friends like to fish late in the day.  Fine, I needed some peace and quiet 

after a hectic week.  The red-tailed hawk was perched atop the fir tree snag where I often 

see it hunting for breakfast.  It was obviously looking for dinner since sunset would soon be 

here. 

My first cast was terrible. Fortunately, no one was around to see the disaster.  My timing was 

obviously off from all that yard work that was on my honey dew list this week.   

Bam, a nice cutthroat took the Fall Caddis despite the disastrous first cast. 

The fish weren’t there last week.  They were there tonight, however.  I perfected my long-

distance release on several of them, but most I was able to gently release without 

overplaying the fish. 

 

                Gene Rivers Photo ©  2020 

Very few things enliven my spirts like a quiet successful hour or two on a local stream or 

lake.  It seems like I regain a better perspective on the world.  I find enjoyment in things 

that had been suffocated by the craziness of the world in recent times. 

I was jarred back into reality when I returned home.  I was scolded by my wife who said, 

“You told me you would be back by five o’clock.”  Did I say that?? 

I hope you all have a chance to get out to your favorite place soon.  It’s good for the body 

and soul. 

Tight lines, 

Gene 
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October Club Program                         Gene Rivers Program Chair 
 

 

 

                                                        Howard Nanto Photo © 2020 

`` 

Our program for October features some excellent trout fishing in Western Rivers. It could 

be called “Do women have more fun fly fishing than men”.  

Come join us for our October 2020 General Zoom meeting and watch fly fishing in 

beautiful rivers that are accessible to you. You may wind up asking yourself, “Why 

haven’t I fished some of these streams?” 
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Club Outings                                                      Jim McAllister-Ghillie 

   

Howdy Fly Fishers, 

The next club outing is our annual trip to Hoodsport for Chums            

When: Saturday, October 31, 2020 

Where: 8:00am meetup at Haggen’s parking lot near US Post Box, convoy to Hoodsport   

What: Target Chum Salmon 

Bring:  Waders and wading boots. 8 weight minimum rod with a floating setup.   Okay with 

freshwater rods as long as you rinse thoroughly with tap water after fishing. Chartreuse 

colored saltwater flies on top seem to always be effective. You will need a WDFW saltwater 

licence and Catch Record Card whether you plan to retain a fish or not. Also be sure to 

punch down barbs as Enforcement Officers are known to carefully check your hooks. 

Ghillie:  Jim McAllister 360-970-2953 (call Jim for any questions) 

 

Our outing will be at Hoodsport where we will target some big Chum Salmon.  This outing 

should be put it on your annual fishing calendar as it is a great outing to attend with other 

club members.  

 For those of you unfamiliar with this fishery there will be some experienced members on 

hand that are happy to share their knowledge with you.  This is an outing that we can almost 

guarantee you will long remember.  Fishing the Chum run is always exciting because they are 

strong fish that will repeatedly test you and your fly fishing equipment.  Good Luck! 
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Membership                          by Randy Allen, Vice President 

 

Hello Club Members, 

Please welcome Kevin Angevine to the SSFF. 

 

Kevin describes himself as a “self-inflicted” fly fisher starting in the late 1970s in Colorado. 

Kevin began his fly fishing journey with little equipment when an aging customer, also a fly 

fisher, befriended Kevin. Upon the customer’s passing the family contacted Kevin because 

the deceased had written Kevin into his will. 

The surviving family offered Kevin a lot of his buddy’s fly-fishing gear. Kevin offered to 

take a fly box here, some flies there, but he didn’t want to appear greedy. No. The family 

tells him that they are all lazy, and no one had any interest in learning the sport; they insisted 

he take it all. Eight boxes of vises, fly tying gear, books, including a bamboo rod. 

Knowing Kevin was really hooked, his thoughtful wife, Cynthia, enrolled him in a fly 

fishing class where he learned some casting, knots, fly presentation. . . and Kevin 

immediately caught a bunch of trout! 

From his next home in New Mexico, fly fishing waters were a minimum 2 ½ hours drive 

one-way. And he made those drives and he caught big-big trout. He expanded his interest to 

include restoring Comanche Creek, working 1,200 labor hours over 10 years. Originally the 

Creek presented a fisher with Rio Grande Cutthroat Trout a mere five-to-six inches. Years 

later Kevin was catching 14 inchers! 
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He’s had numerous days of 50-plus fish. But, his current focus is on quality - quality of the 

experience, camaraderie, and the fun of the day. On his recent trip to our Kennedy Creek he 

caught the little 6-inchers with (very nearly) the same excitement as when he describes 

catching 20-plus inch trout. It’s all wonderful. 

And you can thank Kevin for the littler he removes to make our fishing worlds a little nicer – 

a great example of a fly fisher who sees a bigger picture than numbers of fish caught. 

He’s been with us one official month, and he’s attended two club outings. A great start! 

Welcome, Kevin. It’s great to have you with us! 

 

Fishing our last two outings with our newest member, Kevin Angevine, reminded me about 

our good friend and long-time member Joe Uhlman. Years ago Joe wrote about a program he 

called Gimme Five! Most of us do this already, but some details are worth mentioning as 

sometimes we forget to pack the proper equipment to really execute the Gimme Five 

program. 

The five you’re gonna gimme are the five pieces of trash you collect each fishing day. After 

Kevin suits up in his fishing gear he adds one final piece of equipment – a permanent, 

reusable trash bag he hangs from his belt. Permanent? Plastic from the grocery? It doesn’t 

matter. That’s the equipment that makes all the difference between simply being annoyed 

seeing a flattened beverage can, or having the means to pack it out. Sure, we all accumulate 

monofilament leftovers from the spin fishers. Mono is easy to wind up and stick in a vest 

pocket, but larger items like that streamside Gatorade bottle? 

Kevin and I fished the Skookumchuck in August. After he set the example by hanging his 

trash bag I appreciated that he had a spare little plastic bag in his truck just waiting for 

someone to ask for it. It made picking up a few items easy, and now I could carry the trash 

out! 

Keep a spare bag with your fishing gear and like Kevin you too can say, “That’s one piece of 

trash I won’t have to look at again!” 

So everyone – pack a small bag to hang on your belt, and Gimme Five! 

Randy 
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Conservation                                   Don Freeman, Chair           

 

Greetings Fly Anglers, 

 Note: This letter was sent during the summer to Don Freeman by the Coastal Conservation Association but did 
not appear in the last edition of this newsletter due to space limits.  The WDFW Commission voted 5 to 4 to 
approve the new policy at their meeting referenced on this letter. 

Hi Don, 

The Washington Commission is planning to vote next Friday, September 11 on a proposed policy 
change that will reduce recreational fishing in exchange for increased non- tribal gillnetting on 
the lower Columbia River. You can participate remotely via Zoom. Public comment will be allowed 

Friday at 8:30AM and the Columbia River discussion will start at 1:30 (no comments will be taken at 1:30). 

 Public opposition to the proposed policy change has been overwhelming. Recently, 100+ 
organizations and businesses sent a letter to the WDFW Commission expressing their concerns. 
Collectively, these organizations and businesses employ thousands of Washingtonians. 

Additionally, we developed a document that consolidates key quotes from legislators, county 
officials, recovery boards, conservation groups and other organizations that have recently submitted 
comments on the Commission’s proposed policy. The document includes links to the comment 
letters, which are consistent with CCA’s position, to not abandon the guiding principles of the 
Oregon-Washington Columbia River fishery reforms.  

Lastly, during a Commission workshop earlier this week, WDFW Director Kelly Susewind was asked 
about the nearly 40 House and Senate members who have written with concerns and the potential 
legislative ramifications for the Department if the Commission adopts the proposed policy. They key 
part of his answer is available HERE.  

This serves as a reminder about the importance of communicating with your legislators! Now is a 
good time to reach out and schedule a phone call or virtual meeting with them. If your legislator was 
one of those who signed onto the letters, which you can find by clicking here, please take just a 
moment to send them an email thanking them for their support. If they did not sign on to the letter, 
reach out and let them know about the conservation, economic and social benefits of recreational 
fishing. Click here to find your district number as well as your state senator and representatives.  

Nello Picinich, Executive Director,  CCA Washington                                                                7 

         



 

Education                  By Randy Allen Vice President 

 

Greetings Fly Fishers, 

This October would have been our second presentation of the Introduction to Fly Tying. Last 

year’s debut was very successful. Intro is very close-up, sit next to you, guide your hands as 

you tie on your thread and materials. That’s not to say you cannot learn to tie flies from 

books, videos, YouTubes, and on and on. You can, and people do. When we present the 

class, however, it’s very close-up. In my experience with introductory fly tying classes the 

same students repeated the class year after year, tying the same flies, enjoying the 

camaraderie, and reinforcing their skill sets. Last year’s size 12 becomes a size 16 or 18 this 

year, with finer materials, and greater delicacy. So, here’s to an abatement of Covid-19 and 

being able to resume our fly tying class in October 2021. 

New to fly fishing? Many seek the SSFF looking for a club to learn to fly fish. Good for you! 

You’ll fast-track your learning by attending training from those who can help improve your 

skills. Here’s the run-down of our training, that is, when we are able to present it. The 

bottom line is that fishers accelerate their learning curves by joining a club and attending 

qualified, experienced instruction. 

We (normally) offer three primary formal classes. 

Spring: Introduction to Fly Fishing Five weeks, once per week, two and a half hours per 

night. Includes: 

· History of fly fishing 

· Fly fishing gear: clothing, rods, reels, fly lines and leaders, and flies, useful knots 

· Floatation devices including U-tubes, pontoon boats, kayaks… 

· Locating fish in rivers and streams, lakes, and the South Puget Sound 

· Local fish species 
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· Entomology – stages of various insects’ lives, and artificial flies that imitate the real ones 

· An introduction to fly rod casting 

· Water safety 

· Conservation and stream restoration 

Spring-early summer: Fly Casting for single-handed rod casting (not Spey rods). Seven 

weeks, once per week, two hours per night: 

· Classroom orientation to equipment: Rod, reel, line, leader, tippet, fly 

· Start hands-on casting: Pick-up and lay-down cast 

· False casts 

· Off-side cast 

· Reach-mend and S-Cast 

· Stripping and shooting line 

· Streamside session: Roll cast, apply Reach-mend and S-cast, line management and drifts 

· On the water fishing clinic (day outing) 

Fall – Winter: Introduction to Fly Tying meets for six weeks, once per week, two hours per 

night. Students tie a different fly each week. They also receive materials to tie the fly at 

home before returning to the next class. The instructor-to-student ratio ensures students 

receive individual help. We teach a variety of flies useful anywhere: nymphs, streamers, and 

dry flies. 

Please contact me with questions. My email is on the last page of the newsletter, or call me 

at 360 701-9662. 

Olympia Parks, Arts, and Recreation is not currently producing and distributing printed 

Experience It! catalogs of classes and activities. Here is the City’s web-site so you can 

periodically check in: https://apm.activecommunities.com/olyparksartsrec/Home 

Thanks for your patience, everyone, as we navigate our uncertain Covid-19 times! Wash 

your hands and wear your masks! 
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Washington State Council FFI Representative and Conservation 
Chair WSCFFI                         By  Mike Clancy 

 

Hello Fellow Fly Anglers, 

Pebble Mine Update – 9/24/2030 

I received an email from Meghan Barker, Bristol Bay Organizer – TU. Her remarks follow. 

Recently released videos from the Environmental Investigation Agency show Pebble Limited 
Partnership CEO Tom Collier and executives discussing a mine plan that is much larger and 
will last longer (180 years) than the plan submitted to federal regulators, and shed light on 
the political alliances that allowed the project to continue despite unsupportive science and 
public opinion.  

The release of the videos led to the resignation of Pebble CEO Tom Collier on Wednesday. 
Now, sportsman and women are calling Congress to investigate Pebble and urge the Army 
Corps to deny Pebble’s current permit application. It was also learned; they donated large 
sums of money to the campaign funds for the Governor and the two Alaska State Senators.  

The devastation this mine is going to create in this section of Alaska is a catastrophe. You 
can review the tapes @ https://eia-global.org/reports/20200921-the-pebble-tapes 

Columbia River Basin Dams – In doing my research on Columbia and Snake River dams, I’ve 
learned there are 18 mainstem dams on these rivers. The 4 lower dams on the Snake River 
have been a controversy for many years. These four dams appear to hamper the growth of 
the salmon with large reservoirs, alter river temperatures and increase predation potential.  

I don’t foresee the removal of these dams in our lifetime. The hydroelectric folks are against 
the removal as well as the famers. The farmers fear if the dams are removed, they will not 
be able to get their products to market. 25% is used by rail and 75% used by barge. 

 Bottom line, the dams hamper the survival of the anadromous Salmon and Steelhead.. 

Mike 
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SOUTH SOUND FLY FISHERS –2020 Officers, Directors as of 10/13/2020 

President: Gene Rivers acu4pets@hotmail.com 

Vice President: Randy Allen randyandcarol2@gmail.com 

Secretary: Lee Yeager yeagerflyfish@gmail.com 

Treasurer: Jim Maus jimmaus@comcast.net 

Past President: Wayne Dixon Sr.  wkdixon@gmail.com 

Conservation: Don Freeman freeman5@comcast.net    

Education: Randy Allen  randyandcarol2@gmail.com 

Fundraising:  Vacant 

Membership: Randy Allen  randyandcarol2@gmail.com 

Newsletter:  Dave Field  d_w_field@hotmail.com 

Outings:  Vacant 

Programs: Gene Rivers   acu4pets@hotmail.com 

Webmaster/Social Media:  Vic Andrade hp8202va@gmail.com 

Director at Large and WSCFFI Representative: Mike Clancy  mtclancy39@comcast.net 

Director at Large and Women’s Fly Fishing, Beth Mason  aerobar2@hotmail.com 

Club Meetings are conducted by Zoom at 7:00pm the third Tuesday of every month except August 

and December. Zoom is open at 6:30 if you want to visit and talk fishing. 

Board of Directors meetings are held the first Tuesday of every month starting at 6:00 pm.  

During the COVID-19 pandemic and until announced otherwise, all scheduled meetings are conducted 

on-line using Zoom.  The meeting announcement and meeting code will be sent to members and 

friends ahead of the meeting by email. The firehouse is closed to meetings until further notice.  

New website: southsoundflyfishers.com 

USPS Mail Address:  SSFF, PO BOX 2792, Olympia WA 98507 
 

SSFF Garden Hackle Newsletter  
© –Sept. 2020 

 
October newsletter articles due to editor October 11 th. 
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