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          President Gene River       

 

LEADER’S LINE                         By President Gene Rivers 

 

Greetings to All SSFF Members,  

Greetings SSFF Members, 

It’s June already. Seems hard to believe. Fishing is open in Washington and those members 
that I have talked to have done well when they have been out. The good news is that in June 
we will have a club outing at Swafford Pond near Morton. This will be led by Past President 
Wayne Dixon. There will be specific information about the details such as date, time, etc. 
elsewhere in this edition of the newsletter. 
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The Board of Directors and Officers have been meeting each month via Zoom during the 
COVID shutdown. Starting this month we will also have General Membership meetings via 
Zoom. The June 16 General Meeting will be held via Zoom and will start at 7:00pm. Paid 
members will receive an invitation a day before the meeting. Because we will not have a 
paid speaker for our June meeting there will be more time for fishing reports and time to 
talk about fishing in general.  It will be a good time to ask questions and find out about the 
latest hot spots or learn about the latest hot fly. Wayne Dixon will be giving a Program one 
of his favorite flies “The Banshee.” 

This would be a great time to update your membership dues for 2020 if you have not already 
done so. For Insurance purposes club outings are for paid members and dues must also be 
current to attend Zoom meetings. The Zoom application is free for you. You must have a 
version of Zoom installed on your computer that is version 5.0 or later. Another advantage of 
having Zoom installed on your computer is that Fly Fishing International has many 
educational articles on their website that use the Zoom platform. Also a lot of the fly shops 
have educational Zoom get togethers. 

In March the Fire Station was closed to the public. We have stayed in communication with 
the Fire Department. As of this week they say that hopefully the Fire Station will be 
available for use by the public in the Fall, possibly September. We will keep the membership 
informed. 

In the meantime I hope to see many of you at our first General Meeting via Zoom on Tuesday 
June 16 at 7:00 pm. You can check into the Zoom meeting at 6:30pm on the 16th. Again, 
paid members will receive an email invitation. To receive an invitation make sure your email 
address is current. You can email our club Treasurer if you need to update your contact 
information. His contact information is on the last page of this Newsletter. 

Best Regards,  

Gene 
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June Club Program          Gene Rivers Program Chair 

 

             Howard Nanto Photo 

 

SSFF has virtual meetings on the Internet during the COVID-19 Pandemic. 

The club meeting on Tuesday June 16th  will be a Zoom meeting for club members.  All 

current SSFF members will be emailed the information needed for access to the Zoom 

meeting a day before the meeting is held,  so please look for your emailed invitation with 

meeting number on Monday June 15th. 

The program will be our own showing how he ties one of his favorite flies “The Banshee.”  

Wayne will not only show us how he ties this fly but also talk to us about how he fishes this 

pattern.  Wayne says the Banshee is one of his most effective flies in his fly box.   It works 

when the fish seem ignore other flies he’s tried. 

You may want to take some notes as Wayne shows us how he ties the fly or if you are 

already familiar with this pattern, just pull out your vice and tie along with Wayne. 

This will be a great program where you can learn to tie one of the most effective flies in 

local waters. 
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    Club Outings                                    Wayne Dixon Outings Chair  

 

               

Good Day All, 

It’s been quite a while since our last outing. I hope you all are as excited as I am to get back 
to some great fly fishing!  

This month we will be gathering at Swofford pond near Mossy Rock. We can practice social 
distancing while enjoying each others company and the great outdoors. We will meet on the 
east side of the lake and start fishing around 900am.  

You will need a kayak or pontoon; light 4-6 wt. rod, sinking tip line is recommended, wet 
flies, nymphs, Woolley buggers, and dry fly’s. The outing is from 9-3 but feel free to show up 
early and stay late.  

This is a non-motorized lake so any boat without a gas motor is ok. The lake is about 45 mins 
-to an hour away from Olympia. See directions below or call for Wayne Dixon for directions. 

We will be organizing a schedule for the rest of the year and sending that out to all members 
soon. I hope to see you all at Swofford Pond on June 20th at 900am. 

Please stay safe. 

 

Wayne 

 

Directions to Swofford Pond: I-5 South to Hwy 12 to Mossyrock. Right turn on Williams st. in 
Mossyrock, go .4 mi. and make left turn on East State street proceed 2.6 mi. to a right turn onto 
Swofford Rd. go 1.7 then turn left on Green Mountain Rd. go .3 mi. to boat access. 
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Conservation                                      By Don Freeman 

 

Greetings, 

With all the news lately about the pandemic, civic unrest and election year brouhaha, it’s 
not a surprise that many less urgent sounding developments get short shrift. Behind the 
smokescreen; land development requirements, environmental regulations and projects that 
affect the resources that we value as outdoors persons, continue to be threatened. 

Bad ideas we thought had gone away for good are being considered anew. The most obvious 
is the Pebble Mine fiasco. There is now an ongoing fifth permitting request grinding its way 
through the bureaucracies. The catastrophic potential for destroying the largest and last 
remaining viable run of sockeye salmon (food) and the sustainable livelihoods of the local 
and seasonal workers who depend on it still looms, to be traded for a few years of 
destruction work and some tons of metal. 

Meanwhile, without the media fanfare, there is a smaller, but more regionally impactful 
proposal being proposed for the Chehalis River in our backyard. The history of flooding which 
has at recent times reached far enough to close I5 and much of the town of Chehalis has 
spawned the Chehalis Basin Flood Control plans proposals. The Chehalis is the second largest 
river in our state, and the largest to remain undammed. The proposal includes a number of 
local projects and small-scale improvements to mitigate flooding, and, by the way, a dam on 
the upper Chehalis which would eliminate six miles of critical steelhead and salmon 
spawning habitat.  This proposal would also log acres of trees that currently limit erosion.  
But, the proposed dam, will not adequately prevent flooding to agricultural, industrial and 
human habitat. 

I could go on and name other issues that affect our resources and threaten the recreational 
and cultural assets of our region that we value, but my point is to stay aware, and be 
engaged. I apologize for not writing this last month, the comment period for the Chehalis 
project closed May 27th, and while I and a couple of other club members wrote in, it would 
have been more effective if I had provided you all the opportunity in a timely manner. 
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It’s generally very easy to contribute an opinion, most conservation groups have streamlined 
the process to increase the numbers of citizens who can be heard. Visit websites like CCA, 
Trout Unlimited and the like. You will be kept apprised of issues that interest you and where 
you can help protect and preserve the environment where we go to play. The website 
address will provide a quick oversight of the Chehalis Basin project and illustrate how to 
participate. https://nativefishsociety.org/campaigns/no-new-dam-on-the-chehalis 

I hope you have all been getting out and if not fishing, at least staring at the water and 
thinking about it. Spring is galloping along, and some of the local lakes are fishing well, even 
if all the “resident” Coho have fled the sound for our neighbors to the north. 

Best regards, 

Don 

 

 

Sipp’n Flies 
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Membership     Randy Allen, Vice President 

 

Hello Club Members, 

Until we can reconvene as an active club, keep your distance – for health reasons! 

It’s been a quiet month out here in Lake Wobegon, on the edge of the Olympia prairie. But 

fishing has opened, and we’re getting back to a meeting, albeit an electronic teleconference. 

Don’t forget to renew your dues to keep your membership current! See our Treasurer’s note 

elsewhere in this edition- 

Randy 

 

                      Picture by Howard Nanto 
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Club Treasury                 Jim Maus Treasurer 

 

Hello Fly fishers, 

If you have not already done so, please pay your 2020 club dues.  Members pay annual dues 
of $40.00.  New members just joining the club pay $45.00. The extra $5.00 is to help cover 
the cost of producing your name badge. 

You can pay dues by mailing your check to the club PO Box. The address is: South Sound Fly 
Fishers, PO Box 2792, Olympia WA 98507.   Make your checks payable to South Sound Fly 
Fishers or just write the initials “SSFF.”   

Dues payments can also be made by credit cards through Paypal.  The best way to do this is 
to signup for PayPal. There is no charge to you for joining PayPal.  Specify that the money is 
for South Sound Fly Fishers dues.  Because SSFF must pay extra fees to PayPal for this 
service checks are preferred for paying dues. 

Please stay safe. 

 

Tight lines, 

Jim  

 

South Sound Fly Fishers is a non-profit tax exempt organization under 501 c (3) of the 
Internal Revenue Code. 
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Education                By Randy Allen Vice President 

 

Greetings Fly Fishers, 

Education – by Randy Allen 

Here’s this month’s continuing saga of fly fishing in the classroom. 

We had to halt the five-week Introduction to Fly Fishing after two sessions when the City 

closed the Olympia Center to all activities. At our recent Board meeting Wayne Dixon asked 

about using Zoom teleconferencing to resume classes where we left off. That’s a great 

question; it may be the only way to resume that class in the near future. We’re investigating 

such options with the City. 

Speaking of the City…as you read this Olympia Parks and Recreation is trying to determine 

how their activities can progress. This is includes everything from classrooms to outdoors 

camps. Which activities? Where? How? When? What Covid precautions will be necessary? 

Their hands are full. 

We should mention the Olympia Experience It! catalog that lists our classes and is mailed to 

Olympia addresses several times a year. COVID-19 uncertainties interrupted printing and 

mailing spring and summer catalogs. Instead look on-line for Experience It! The City might 

email all past class participants to announce the on-line catalog. As of now the web states 

“all in-person recreation activities, as well as facility permits, are cancelled through at least 

June 21 as we adjust to the State and County's recovery plan. There’s nothing published yet, 

but here is the web-site so you can periodically check in:  

https://apm.activecommunities.com/olyparksartsrec/Home 
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The fly casting class also on hold. This will be our class for single-handed rod casting (not 

spey rods). Again, we are discussing with the City how we might conduct this class when we 

receive a go-ahead. Mid-week evening casting locations and times are to be announced in 

the Olympia / Tumwater area. 

Here’s the course schedule: The first session (classroom) may not occur; we’re trying to 

figure out how to accomplish the objectives of that session if a classroom meeting is 

unrealistic. 

1. Classroom (?) Review gear setup, rods, reels, lines, leaders. Help students set up their 

rods. 

2. Hands-on casting starts: Pick-up and lay-down cast 

3. False casts 

4. Off-side cast 

5. Reach-mend and S-Cast 

6. Stripping and shooting line 

7. Roll cast, mends and line management - Streamside session on the Deschutes River 

An On the Water Clinic follows the casting lessons, aimed at the new folks. Here we will 

integrate the training concepts to help students catch and bring fish to their hands. 

Help Still Needed ! After the casting lessons we want to help the new students bring fish into 

their hands. I remember my first fish on a fly. . . and all the excitement and confusion of 

what to do?!?! I thank an experienced fisher who calmly talked me through the process to net 

and release it. We want to create that same experience for these new folks. Date and location 

will be announced. 

Please contact me – we’ll need your help with our new students on the water. Find my email 

on the last page of the newsletter, or call me at 360 701-9662. 

Introduction to Fly Tying will be in the Fall. We hope. Last year’s class was great, and we 

want to continue that success. It’s still too close to COVID_19 to schedule. Don’t touch that 

dial - Stay tuned ! 

Thanks in advance! 

Randy 
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Washington State Council FFI Representative                Mike Clancy 

 

Hello Fellow Fly Anglers, 

Here are some recent news items: 

Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife 

1111 Washington St. SE, Olympia, WA  

 

Upper Nisqually River closed for trout and gamefish 

Action: Closed to all fishing. 

Effective dates: May 23 through June 30, 2020. 

Location: Nisqually River (Pierce and Thurston counties) from the military tank 
crossing bridge (located one mile upstream from the mouth of Muck Creek) to 
400' below LaGrande Power House. 

Reasons for action: This closure is needed to protect wild adult steelhead and 
juvenile salmon. This is a permanent rule change that will remain in effect in 
the future. 

Information contact: Gabe Madel (360) 902-2670, gabriel.madel@dfw.wa.gov. 
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From: Austin Williams; Save Bristol Bay 
Sent: Tuesday, June 09, 2020 10:46 AM 
To: Mike Clancy 
 
 

Subject: Breathing new fire into our legal fight for Bristol Bay 
 
Dear Bristol Bay supporter, 
 
In April, we received the disappointing news that our lawsuit against the EPA for its 
improper withdrawal of proposed safeguards for Bristol Bay was dismissed. After 
careful consideration, last week, Trout Unlimited filed an appeal. Our claims 
are now before the Ninth District Court of Appeals.  

The July, 2019, decision to withdraw the Bristol Bay Proposed Determination (PD) 
went against EPA’s own science and the public interest. We believe the EPA’s 
decision broke the law, and are seeking to have the decision reversed so important 
protections for Bristol Bay’s fisheries can be reinstated. Check out our Quick Guide 
to the EPA Bristol Bay lawsuit for a refresher.  

When we said we were doing all we can to stop the proposed Pebble mine, we 
were serious. The people, fish, and fish-based economies in the region need all the 
help they can get when it comes to stopping the proposed Pebble mine. We’re 
going back to court and are committed to doing everything possible to protect this 
fishing treasure.  Can we count on your support?  

Thank you. 

Austin Williams 
Alaska Director of Law and Policy for Trout Unlimited 

 

 

 

All 2020 major events sponsored by FFI and/or the State Council FFI, have cancelled or 
postponed until further notice. 

The Northwest Youth Conservation and Fly Fishing Academy is cancelled this year. 
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Club Dues for 2020—During these COVID-19 times 2020 Dues can still be paid by mailing a 

check to: SSFF at PO Box 2792 Olympia WA 98507.  Thank you for supporting the SSFF 

mission of conservation and education.  

  

WA 98507.  

 
 Discover Pass Tip 

If you need to use your annual Pass on the day of purchase your email receipt will be valid for 10 

days, please display this receipt on your cars dashboard.  if you are unable to print you can write 

down the transaction number and the date from your email receipt on a piece of paper to display on 

your cars dashboard until you receive the pass in the mail. – The Annual Discover Pass is valid for 

parking  through month of purchase of next year for any DNR, WDFW or State Park parking area. 

 

 

 

 

 

• Call 911 to report poaching in progress, a dangerous wildlife complaint, or an 
emergency. 

• Call 877-933-9847 for non-emergency poaching/violation reports.  
• Send an email to reportpoaching@dfw.wa.gov. 

  Or use your cell phone to send a text tip to 847411 (TIP411) by entering WDFWTIP, 

followed by a space, and then entering your report. 

   

mailto:reportpoaching@dfw.wa.gov


 

SOUTH SOUND FLY FISHERS –2020 Officers, Directors, contacts 

President: Gene Rivers  acu4pets@hotmail.com 

Vice President: Randy Allen  randyandcarol2@gmail.com 

Secretary: Lee Yeager yeagerflyfish@gmail.com 

Treasurer: Jim Maus jimmaus@comcast.net 

Past President: Wayne Dixon Sr.  wkdixon@gmail.com 

Conservation: Don Freeman  freeman5@comcast.net    

Education: Randy Allen  randyandcarol2@gmail.com 

Fundraising:  John Sabo  chrisonquince@comcast.net 

Membership: Randy Allen  randyandcarol2@gmail.com 

The Garden Hackle:  Dave Field  d_w_field@hotmail.com 

Outings: Wayne Dixon   wkdixon@gmail.com 

Programs: Gene Rivers   acu4pets@hotmail.com 

Webmaster/Social Media:  Vic Andrade hp8202va@gmail.com 

Director at Large and WSCFFI Representative: Mike Clancy  mtclancy39@comcast.net 

Director at Large and Women’s Fly Fishing, Beth Mason  aerobar2@hotmail.com 

Club Meetings are at 7:00pm the third Tuesday of every month except August and December.  The 

Club Picnic is in August and the date and locations are announced several weeks ahead. 

Board of Directors meetings are held the first Tuesday of every month starting at 6:00 pm.  

During the COVID-19 pandemic and until announced otherwise, all scheduled meetings are conducted 

on-line using Zoom.  The meeting announcement and meeting code will be sent to paid members 

ahead of the meeting by email. The firehouse is closed to meetings until further notice  

New website: southsoundflyfishers.com 

Older website: southsoundflyfishers.org 

USPS Mail Address:  SSFF, PO BOX 2792, Olympia WA 98507 
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