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MARCH 17, 2020  SSFF GENERAL CLUB MEETING 

 

CANCELLED 

 
Out of an abundance of caution and in keeping with guidance from Public Health 

Officials and consultations with several doctors,  SSFF is announcing that the March 

17, 2020 General Meeting has been cancelled.  We hope that by next month we will 

be able to resume our normal schedule. 

 

Until then be safe and do your part to help prevent the spread of the COVID-19 

virus.  We hope that this concern passes quickly and with minimal impact on our 

community. 

 

March 28, 2020 Indoor Outing  

 

The SSFF Board of Directors has not yet decided if the March 28, 2020 “Indoor 

Outing and Potluck” at the Fire Station will be cancelled for the above reasons.  

Since things are changing daily with regard to COVID-19 you will receive another 

blast email next week regarding this event. 
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SSFF Club Programs    

                 

 

March  17th  2020 Club with meeting and program are 

cancelled for health safety reasons.  

 

 

 

The Garden Hackle Newsletter is published once each 

month and is your source of information about Fly 

Fishing in the in the South Sound and Hood Canal.   

 

 

Keep in mind that all events and dates are subject to 

change on short notice.  Club officers will notify you by 

email of changes.                                                   
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Club Outings                                         Wayne Dixon and Jim McAllister 

 

Hi everyone, 

First of all, I would like to thank everyone that came out to our February outing at Burfoot 

park on February 29th.  We had a great turnout and look forward to more of the same this 

year. The weather was not very cooperative but we bravely faced the high winds and frigid 

temperatures to comb the beach in search of the Ghost of the Pacific North West (Searun 

Cutthroats). There was a lot of opportunity to teach and talk with everyone so I found it 

extremely enjoyable. What’s up for next month you ask?   

Reminder: All events and dates are subject to change on short notice. Club Officers will 

notify you by email of changes.            
In March we have our indoor outing / Potluck which has become a tradition here at South 

Sound Fly Fishers. The indoor outing consists of multiple Fly tiers displaying their talent and 

answering questions about the art, as well as casting instruction out back. We also will have 

donated items available for people to browse through with the proceeds going to the 

conservation and education. Bring your flies and get ready to swap them with others. 

Discuss outings and browse through brochures.   This is a great community opportunity, so 

bring a dish if you would like, (water and soda provided), introduce someone you know to 

Fly Fishing and our club, and join us for a Saturday afternoon of Fly-Fishing FUN.  Saturday 

March 28, 2020. 

In April we will have an outing at Black Lake. We will meet for breakfast at IHOP 1520 

Cooper PT rd. at 800am then head to Black lake for some Saturday fishing. Bring a Canoe, 

Kayak, Boat or Pontoon. If you don’t have any of these let me know and we can either 

secure one for you or make sure you have room in the boats. Saturday April 25, 2020 

We have a lot more outings planned this year and some overnight camp trips which will be a 

blast. Please make an effort to join us and share the experience with someone. All inputs 

are welcome and if you have an Idea for an outing please let me or Jim McAllister know so 

we can make it happen. Please see the web site for all trips, outings and adventures.  
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The Soap Box                             By Don Freeman Conservation Chair 

 

Greetings, 

Well, it’s early spring and time for March Madness.  For those of you who aren’t basketball 

fans, read on, neither am I.  I’m referring to the annual salmon allocation negotiations 

commonly called “North of Falcon.”  The term refers to the Pacific Ocean area north of 

Falcon Point in California to the Canadian border and the anadromous fish runs that return 

to those waters after surviving harvest exposure in Alaska and British Columbia.  During this 

time frame the forecast numbers for returning numbers of salmon: Chinook, Coho, Sockeye, 

Pinks and Chum are used to decided how many of each species can be harvested throughout 

the region, and by whom. 

Fishery managers from California, Oregon and Washington, including a large number of 

independent tribal nations all vie for their share of the catch.  Interested parties are state 

and tribal fishery managers, tribal and non-tribal commercial harvesters, recreational 

fishers, charter operators, various conservation groups including Orca advocates and 

ultimately the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA).  Each of these 

parties are convinced that they are entitled to the biggest slice of the pie, subject to 

approval by NOAA. 

Unfortunately for all, the pie ain’t what it used to be.  Coho return forecasts appear to be 

particularly dismal again this year and Chinook numbers are close to 2019 low numbers.  I 

am not attending the meetings, but receive daily updates.  What I can tell you so far is very 

little about our prospective salmon fishing seasons, both ocean and in Puget Sound, as the 

meetings so far are still mired in the harrumphing stage.  I will provide some insight as 

decisions are made, so hopefully those of us who still fish anadromous runs can plan our 

outings ahead of time.  I wouldn’t be looking to invest in a new offshore boat this summer. 

On a related issue, there is reason for some optimism regarding Columbia River recovery.  It 

appears that there may some movement toward finally controlling gill net harvesting of 

those runs.   
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Many millions of dollars are spent to mark hatchery fish so recreational fishers can 

selectively release wild salmon and steelhead to hopefully spawn naturally. Once again, the 

fishery managers of Oregon and Washington authorized gillnet seasons in the mainstream of 

the Columbia in spite of years of effort to restrict this non-selective harvest method to the 

side channels in which hatchery fish were released, and theoretically will return, thus 

allowing wild runs to pass safely. 

The result of gillnet harvesting is indiscriminate and egregious killing of every species that 

swims into these nets, including the so called “tangle mesh nets”.  Native steelhead and 

salmon that should make it all the way to Idaho are killed in large numbers along with the 

“target” hatchery fish. The wild fish, although often protected by the Endangered Species 

Act are harvested as well and referred to as “bycatch” and an allowable quota is 

established for this.  Imagine that you are a duck or goose hunter and shoot a few Bald 

Eagles along with the target species.  Your legal defense would be Oops! Well, what are ya 

gonna do, sometimes they get in the way.  Good luck in court. 

Since so far it has proven impossible to ban the use of gillnets, as has been enacted on the 

East Coast to protect striped bass, an alternative plan has been proposed to buy back the 

non-tribal licenses to gillnet harvest in the Columbia.  This option has proved effective in 

Canada, and appears to be gaining traction here.  

As a CCA member, I get alerts to provide an opportunity to contact legislators who will vote 

on fishery issues.  Below is a response I made just this week on the Columbia River gill net 

issue.  The first paragraph is mine, followed by a form letter written by CCA staff.  The 

letters go directly to the senders’ representatives which correspond to the zip code of the 

sender.  CCA membership is a great way to stay informed, and to participate in the process 

to protect our resources. 

As a decade long advisor to WDFW on anadromous fishing issues I get more extensive data on 
fishery conditions than casual recreational fishers.  Continued gillnetting is a travesty and a sure 
road to extinction while wasting dollars and effort to mark select our stocks.  Stop gillnetting in 
the Columbia as well as our coastal rivers. 

 
It is time for WDFW to move forward with a bi-state agreement to implement common-
sense reforms for Columbia River fisheries and transition non-tribal gillnetting out of the 
mainstem Columbia River.  I urge you to help support Section 307(22) of the Senate 
supplemental operating budget, which would require WDFW to implement the first phase of 
a voluntary buyback of Columbia River gillnet licenses.  The Senate budget would take the 
$573,000 WDFW requested to do further studies of a buyback and alternative commercial 
fishing gears and fund the first phase of a voluntary buyback this year.  I am very concerned 
about WDFW's recent policy decisions on Columbia River gillnets, including its approval of 
the first mainstem spring Chinook tangle gillnet fishery since 2016, and I urge you to do 
everything you can to support this important provision.                                         
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Membership     Randy Allen, Vice President 

 

Hello Anglers, 

Please welcome these new club members: 

 

Justin Fordice joined us in January. Growing up in Enterprise, Oregon he fished the local creeks and 
streams using basic gear equipment. With help from his dad and grandpa at about 6 years of age he 
vividly recalls catching his first steelhead on the Grande Ronde. His dad and grandpa “knew what they 
were doing.”  

At about 10 or 12 years he was intrigued by a dusty old rod in the family garage. So, one summer he 
began teaching himself to fly fish using that old rod. 

Shortly afterward his dad discovered Justin was using the old rod. His dad informed Justin, in very clear 
terms, that it was a very special, antique rod. He was not to use that rod again. But, he pursued the 
sport with other equipment, and caught his first steelhead on a fly about 15 years ago.  

School, graduation, marriage, a son now 17. Add a career in the US Army. Thank you for your service! 
Life happened, and these activities crowded out fly fishing. Retired from the Army in 2015 he found us 
on a Facebook post, and our Kody Elzinga found Justin at Munn Lake.  

Having seen in the summer fishing frenzies of elbow-to-elbow fishers, Justin avoids crowded rivers. He 
prefers fishing for sea-run cutthroat trout in the Sound. Justin – the club is fishing more for sea-runs. 
We’d be happy to soak up any skills and knowledge you can share.  

Glad to have you with us Justin! 
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Greg Rayl is new to SSFF. Greg’s grandfather and parents were all Washingtonians. Greg was born 
in Arizona while his dad was serving there in the USAF, so Greg calls himself a 3rd generation 
Washingtonian.  He enjoyed fishing in his early years with his dad and grandfather on numerous 
Washington lakes. 

Fast forward to his son’s last years in high school around 2005. Greg planned a variety of outings and 
road trips with his son including guided fly fishing trips on the Yakima River. He was getting more 
serious about the sport; that year he attended fly tying classes. 2005 was also a significant year in his 
career. Beginning his teaching career in Tenino he advanced his credentials and transferred into the 
administration of independent, international schools. Now that he learned to tie flies his first assignment 
as school superintendent took him to … Cairo, Egypt. Not much fly fishing there. 

He thought he might be able to do some fly fishing while assigned in Mongolia, so he bought his rod 
setup with some waders and boots. But the travel to the regions where there would have been fishing 
opportunities - was effectively impossible. The boots and waders are still new.  

Greg’s back home in Olympia for a year, 2019 – 2020. Last Fall, 2019, he discovered the SSFF in 
Olympia’s course catalogs and attended our Intro to Fly Tying. The next logical step was to attend the 
Intro to Fly Fishing class currently being taught at the Olympia Center. His next assignment might be 
international, or it might be in the U.S. Either way, we’re committed to making this a great year to get 
you into fly fishing, Greg. And, break out those new waders and boots! Great to have you with us! 

 

Steve Farquhar joined at our January meeting. He got to know Kody Elzinga while fishing at Munn 
Lake, attended the Club meeting, and the rest is history.  

Soon as the camera catches up with Steve we’ll tell you more about him. The short-story is about a 
buddy who invited him along fly fishing. Ten days later he outfitted himself. Three months later he was 
tying flies, teaching himself from on-line videos and patterns.  

If you remember a very new baby at January, it was Steve and Desiree’s new little girl. Talk about 
starting them early… Steve- Well done! We’ll have your badge at the next meeting – we’ll need to get 
your photo for the newsletter when we see you next! 

Other new members this February were Lynne Palmer, Sherry Peterson, and Steve Scott. We need 
to catch up with them to capture their stories and their photos. Welcome aboard you newcomers! 

Till next month I hope you can take advantage of fishing these great spring days!  

Tight lines!  

Randy 
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Riffles                Women’s Fly Fishing Chair – Beth Mason 

 

Greetings Fly Fishers, 

 

So you want to start fly fishing and you are considering joining a club.  The only problem is 

your significant other is not thrilled with the idea.  This is the third and final article on this 

subject.  If you missed the other two, you can find them on our club website. 

First off, if your loved one suspects your motivation is not so much fishing, but getting know 

someone in the club romantically, then this is probably not a new issue.  If you have a past 

of infidelity in your relationship, then it’s time to seek professional help.  Perhaps talk to a 

counsellor or your spiritual advisor.    Frankly, I can’t help you with this matter. 

The most important aspect of taking up fishing is trust.  Your partner needs to trust that you 

will be home at a certain time or at the very least call them if you are going to be late.  

Unfortunately, you may be fishing in a remote location without cell service, or worse, you 

dropped your phone in the water. 

Always tell your significant other where you are going fishing, how long you expect to be, 

and who you are going with.  Discuss what you will do if you do not have cell service or drop 

your phone in the water.  It’s a good idea to check in when you arrive and when you on your 

way home. 

If you do join a club, invite your loved one to a club meeting or picnic.  Be sure to introduce 

your fly fishing buddies so they become familiar with who you are talking about.   

Now you have the scoop on how to handle your relationship with your new hobby. 

Beth             
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Fund Raising      John Sabo - Fundraising Chair 

 
IMPORTANT NOTICE: SSFF Pot-Luck Dinner and Auction Date has been changed to 

Saturday, May 16, 2020 

The South Sound Fly Fishers welcome all fly fishers, family, and friends, to attend SSFF’s 

Family Pot-Luck Dinner and Auction on Saturday, May 16, 2020 at the Black Lake Grange 

Hall, 6011 Black Lake Boulevard, Olympia, WA, next to the Black Lake Fire Station.  The club 

will be supplying the main course, soft drinks, coffee, tea, dishes and silverware.  You are 

asked to bring a salad, side dish, or dessert.  If you want beer or wine, please bring your 

own.  We will have sign-up sheets at the club meetings…see me at the raffle table.  

We also need members to help with set-up before and clean-up afterward.  We will have 

sign-up sheets at the club meetings…see me at the raffle table.    

The dinner usually begins at 6:00 and the auction starts at 7:00.  It will be a live-only 

auction and all funds raised will go to the club’s conservation and service projects like: 

 Hood Canal Salmon Enhancement Group   

 Fly Fishers International 

Casting for Recovery 

Project Healing Waters 

Northwest Youth Conservation and Fly-Fishing Academy 

South Sound Salmon Enhancement Group    

We hope to auction donations of “experiences and adventures” (fishing trips, vacation 

cabins, gourmet dinners, etc.), and valuable items like rods, reels and gift cards, art, boats, 

and fishing supplies.  We also encourage club members to contact business owners, guides, 

fly shops, lodges and ranches that they believe may be interested in making a donation for 

advertising purposes  We are looking forward to evening of fun, fine food, friendship, fish 

stories, and entertainment as we generate funds to continue our club’s conservation and 

education programs.  We will have donation forms at the club meetings…see me at the raffle 

table. 
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Reminder: all dates are subject to change on short notice. Club Officers will notify you by 

email of any changes.            
SSFF Indoor-Outing 

SSFF is planning the Indoor-Outing Saturday March 28,2020.  We will have 

tables of Fly-Fishing Items available by donation to the club or Al Harger Fund:  

books, gear, fly-tying materials and tools. 

 

SSFF Raffle News 

We are looking for items for raffle prizes. Now is good time to donate new or unused fly-

fishing items, outdoor items or camping items to the club raffle, which helps to support the 

general activities of the club. We are looking for items with an individual value of $20 or 

more, not size or gender specific, and small enough to fit on the raffle table. We are doing 

well with the Club’s Raffle and we thank all the club members who participate in the club’s 

monthly raffle and to all of you who donate raffle items.   

We plan to have a table of items available for the Al Harger Fund in the back of the room at 

the March 2020 meeting.  Also, we are accepting donated items (similar to the ones 

described above) for the Al Harger Fund.  As many of you know, all money raised for the Al 

Harger Fund can only be used to support the Northwest Youth Conservation & Fly-Fishing 

Academy. 

SSFF Patches 

Official SSFF Patches are available at the Raffle Table for only $5. These can be placed on a 

cap, shirt, jacket, or fly-fishing vest to show your membership in the club. 

SSFF Stickers 

Official SSFF Stickers are available at the Raffle Table for only $10.  These can be placed on 

your boat, truck, auto, motorcycle, skateboard, or virtually any hard and smooth surface to 

show your membership in the club. 

 

 

 

Page 11 

 



 

 

 

Randy Allen 

Presented the Alan Harger Award 

January 2020 

 

At the January club meeting the Board of Directors of South Sound Fly Fishers recognized 

Randy Allen for his superior service to the club and Fly Fishing community for the years 

2018-2019.  Randy has been an energetic supporter and example of service and dedication to 

all of us.  In addition to serving as club Vice President he has been the club Membership 

Chair. He also served as Lead Trainer and Instructor for the various classes offered through 

the City of Olympia.  

His steadfast and valued guidance has been and continues to be essential to success of the 

club. He represents the finest traditions of service to his brother and sister fly fishers. 

In recognition and acknowledgement of the standards of devotion and service exemplified by 

Alan Harger, this award for service to South Sound Fly Fishers Board of Directors presented 

the award to Randy Allen at the January club meeting with a standing ovation by members. 
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Club Business         Jim Maus Club Treasurer 

 

Hello Fly fishers, 

Annual club dues are due. If you have not already done so, please pay your 2020 club dues.   
Annual dues are $40.00 for members.  New folks just joining the club pay $45.00. The extra 
$5.00 is to help cover the cost of producing your engraved name badge.   

Cash or checks may be given directly to me at meetings.  If you pay by check, please make it 
out to South Sound Fly Fishers or just the initials “SSFF” works fine.  For those of you that 
forget to bring your check book, we can accept payments now using Credit Cards but the 
club must pay extra service fees so cash or checks are really preferred. 

I will be at the back table of the meeting room for dues and donations. While you are taking 
care of dues payments this is an excellent time to check your address, phone number and 
email information in the club roster.  I will have a copy of the roster at the table ready for 
any updates you need to write in.  We need a good email address so you see important 
notices about club events, dates and times.   

If you are unable to attend meetings, just mail your check to the club’s Post Box at the 
Olympia USPS station. The club’s address is: South Sound Fly Fishers, PO Box 2792, Olympia, 
WA 98507.   

Remember that South Sound Fly Fishers is a non-profit 501 c (3) organization.    SSFF 
conservation and educational organization.  Your dues are used for club operations. 

 Fiscal year 2019 Closeout and Audit 

The 2019 financial records were reviewed by the Audit Committee and determined accurate.  
So, the 2019 books are ready for formal approval at the next club meeting. 

 

Tight lines, 

Jim                 
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Education                  By Randy Education Chair 

 

Greetings Fly Fishers, 

Reminder: all dates are subject to change on short notice. Club Officers will notify you by 

email of any changes.            
March 2 began our third annual Introduction to Fly Fishing in conjunction with the City of Olympia. The 
roster included two students from last Fall’s Fly Tying class, along with new folks, many of whom are 
retired and looking for a worthwhile activity. Some had a background in fly fishing many years ago, 
others are brand new to the sport. Between the Intro class and future casting classes we hope to 
provide these folks a solid foundation for their successful fishing endeavors. 

Thanks to Wayne Dixon, Jim Maus, and Ben Dennis for their instruction over the next four weeks! 

 

Fly Casting will follow the Introduction class; again, we target the beginning student. This seven week 
class addresses single-handed rod casting (not Spey rods).  

The first night class is a classroom introduction to fly rods, reels, lines, and leaders, and some casting 
mechanics. Students should bring their rods to the classroom for evaluation and help setting up for the 
next week when hands-on casting will begin.  

The next six weeks teach basic fly casting skills including pick-up and lay-down casts, false casts, 
aerial line mends, stripping and shooting line, off-shoulder casting in the wind, roll casts, and on-the-
water line mends.  

Class dates are being finalized, but we anticipate starting the week of April 6, running weekly through 
the week of May 18. Classes will be from 6:00 – 8:00 pm. The first classroom will be held at the 
Olympia Center, downtown Olympia. The casting location is being finalized in the Olympia / Tumwater 
area.  

The On the Water Clinic will follow the casting lessons and will be aimed at the new folks that have 
some gear and some skills. Here we will integrate the training concepts to help students catch and 
bring fish to their hands. 
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On the Water - Help Needed !  The Fly Casting class will end the week of May 18. Following that we 
will take the new students to a nearby stream and coach them as they cast, mend, and bring fish into 
their hands. Remember that first fish you caught? I certainly do. Dino Christopolous standing near me 
heard it. “Okay – I hooked one!. I hooked one! What do I do NOW ????” Remember when you said 
something like that? And, who helped you? I brought my first fish to hand thanks to Dino’s calm 
coaching. I still don’t know how he remained so calm. It was an amazing experience.  

 

Please contact me if you would help our new students on the water. Date and location are to be 
determined. Tentative plans are for Saturday, June 6. See my email on the last page of the Hackle, or 
call me at 360 701-9662 if you would like to help.  

 

Introduction to Fly Tying will be in the Fall. Class dates have not yet been announced.  

Classes are listed in the Experience It! catalog mailed to Olympia addresses by their Parks, Arts, and 
Recreation department. More details and course codes for enrollment will follow in future editions of the 
Garden Hackle! Or, for more information stop me at a meeting, or shoot me an email.  

Thanks in advance!. 

Randy 

 

 
         Photo by Howard Nanto 
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The Northwest Youth Conservation & Fly Fishing Academy 2020 

By Mike Clancy Co-Director 

 

 

The deadline for applications the 2020 Academy is closing in – April 15th, is the deadline for 

the Academy applications.  Those that apply and are accepted, will be notified by the middle 

of May.  The Academy this year is again the last full week of June 21-27, 2020.  The Academy 

is held on Hicks Lake in Lacey, WA.  Applicants need to write an essay explaining why “they” 

would like to attend. They also will need a letter of recommendation from their school 

counselor, science teacher or responsible person.   The applicant, boy or girl, 12-16, should 

not be 17 at the start of the Academy.  Cost is $300 and there are sponsorships available.  No 

one will be turned away because of a lack of money. 

The support from the fly fishing community again this year is nothing short of spectacular.  

Applications are coming from all over the State.  In the past years, we have been supported 

by over 50 volunteers each year.  We will need volunteers again this year as guides to water 

the kids fishing in the morning and evenings.   We will be fishing a local pond and the Deschutes 

River in Thurston County.  The Academy has a Facebook page loaded with pictures from past 

years and our website www.nwycffa.com. You may download the application off the website 

or contact Mike Clancy @253-278-0061, mtclancy39@comcast.net  or Jim Brosio @ 360-943-

9947, brosioj@q.com.  

The Academy will be a life experience for these youth, they are the future of our sport of fly 
fishing. 
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Washington State Council FFI Representative                Mike Clancy 

  

Hello Fly Anglers, 

 

Here are some of the events to put on your calendar for 2020:  

WSCFFI Fly Casting Fair Event:  

Fly casters of all abilities can learn from the masters of the craft May 2, 2020 at the Fly 
Casting Fair at the Luther Burbank park off I-90 on Mercer Island, Washington. The day-long 
fair is hosted by the Washington Council of Fly Fishers and will conclude with the council’s 
annual banquet at 5 p.m. at the Mercer Island Community Center located in the park. To 
register for the fair and reserve space in the many workshops, go to wscffi.org. The fair will 
be open to all at no charge, but there will be fees for specific casting workshops and the 
dinner banquet. 

  

June 21-27, 2020 - The NWYCFF Academy will be held at Gwinwood Community Center in 

Lacey on Hicks Lake.  Registration is now open, see the article about the Academy in this 

issue and on the club’s website. Applications are available on the Academy’s website at 

www.nwycffa.com.  Each applicant is required to submit an essay, explaining why they 

would like to attend The Academy, and a letter of recommendation from their school 

counselor or other responsible person.  Cost is $300, but no one is turned away because of 

funding. I want to thank the fly fishing community, FFI Clubs, TU Chapters, corporations and 

private individuals for the financial support the Academy receives.  Every single penny goes 

to conduct The Academy.  SSFF provides ghillie services.  Please see Mike or Jim beforehand.  

July 21-25, 2020 – Fly Fishers International, FFI will conduct their last Fly Fishing Fair in 

Bozeman, MT.  The event again will take place at MSU.  In the future, the National event 

will be held in various regions throughout the USA with various Councils.  The Youth Camp 

will be held July 23-24, at MSU.  
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Flies We Tie                    By Gary Oberbillig and Joe Uhlman 

 

These articles are by long time club members Joe Uhlman and Gary Oberbillig.  Both these 

gentlemen have tied and fished many types of flies over the years.  Here are some of their 

stories about the flies they love to tie.  This series begins with articles from Gary Oberbillig. 

The Dahlberg Diver (Part 1) 

Last month we talked about the flies for Bass fishing under the surface. These flies are 

referred to as Sliders and Streamers.  They are mid-water flies fished with a slow sinker or a 

sink tip line. They include Woolly Worms, Woolly Buggers, Leeches and Clouser Minnows. 

Now we turn to some of the flies that I love to use when bass fishing, they are diving type 

flies that emulate frogs.  They are an interesting combination of engineering and artistry.   

First lets talk a little about the creator of this fly, Larry Dahlberg.  Larry developed this fly 

in the 1970’s.  I don’t know exactly how he got the idea for this fly, but obviously he studied 

both frogs and Bass and knew that Bass were voracious eaters of frogs.  A fly that looks and 

moves through the water like a frog as seen as nothing but dinner to a Bass.   

 

I started tying diver type flies years ago but they were not well done. Then I met Bjorn at his 

Lacey shop and he showed me some of the tools and techniques he used when tying these 

flies. Bjorn used a small tool that helped him pack the deer hair very tightly on the hook. 

Using this small tool resulted in the best divers I ever tied.   He also showed me his method 

of spinning and trimming the deer hair.  Bjorn then pointed me to some of Dave Whitlock’s 

videos on tying and fishing Bass flies including the Dahlberg Diver.             
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Between Bjorn’s tying techniques and Whitlock’s videos I was inspired to really up my game when it 

came to Bass.  One of the techniques I perfected was creating two frog legs that flared out 

between pulls on the retrieve.  The leg action made the fly emulate a swimming frog.  I 

applied some “Payette Mud” to the underside of the fly so that it always righted itself in the 

water.  Payette Mud was available at Bjorn’s shop. 

 

It was also best to tie in some 40 or 50 pound test monofilament as a weed guard.  Bass love 

to hind among water lilies and other structure..  Using flies with a weed guard made it 

possible to fish Bass holding water that would otherwise be off-limits if you used standard 

flies without weed guards.   

One trick that was underscored by the Whitlock video was letting the fly rest quietly in the 

water after a cast. You needed to twitch the fly a few times before starting an erratic 

retrieve.  You stopped often during the retrieve, waited a few seconds, followed by a twitch 

and then proceeded with the retrieve.  Bass often ambushed the fly when it was virtually 

motionless in the water.  This is typical. Bass love to ambush their prey.  They like to hide 

out where they cannot be seen then attack without any warning. 

Diving flies became very popular when Larry Dahlberg invented them years ago.  They are 

still very productive to this day.  They certainly took up a large portion of my fly box along 

with popper type flies. I found them to be some of the most effective flies in my arsenal.  

Next month I will share some of my experiences when fishing these flies. I will also reminisce 

with you a bit about catching frogs.  

 Until next month, I wish you well.    

Gary 
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On the Water - Help Needed !  The Fly Casting class will end the week of May 18, 2020. Following that we 

will take the new students to a nearby stream and coach them as they cast, mend, and bring fish to  hand 

for release.  See a board member if you can help out with this fun and memorable event. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 20  

                                                                                  

Club Dues for 2020-- Dues can be given to the Treasurer at meetings or by mailing a check 

to: SSFF at PO Box 7456 Olympia WA 98507.  Thank you for supporting the SSFF mission of 

conservation and education.  

  

WA 98507.  

 

Parking is not permitted in the Fire and Medic Truck Driveway during SSFF meetings. Please 
keep this driveway totally clear of vehicles at all times.   

When the designated parking spaces in front of the fire Station are full, please park in the lot 
behind the station.  The driveway to rear lot is about 50 yards north of the station. This rear 
parking lot is now has better lighting and can accommodate many vehicles.  

 Washington's fish habitat and water quality took a big leap forward with the passage of 

suction dredge reform legislation (you may have seen the bill - HB 1261), which now goes to the 

Governor  for signature.   Thank you all for supporting this effort! 

 

 

 

 

To contact state of Washington: 

• Call 911 to report poaching in progress, a dangerous wildlife complaint, or an 
emergency. 

• Call 877-933-9847 for non-emergency poaching/violation reports.  
• Send an email to reportpoaching@dfw.wa.gov. 

Or-  Send a text tip with your cell phone to 847411 (TIP411) by entering WDFWTIP, 

followed by a space, and then entering your report 

   

On the Water - Help Needed !  The Fly Casting class will end the week of May 18. Following that we will take 

the new students to a nearby stream and coach them as they cast, mend, and bring fish to their hand for 

release.  Talk to Randy Allen  at 360 701-9662 or any Board member if you would like to help. Remember that 

first fish you caught on a fly? 

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.votervoice.net%2FBroadcastLinks%2F38fUXuOHjxabPpRNjsrAsA&data=02%7C01%7C%7C97105ac970ee462bd6a008d7c2c83ba0%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637192037551682448&sdata=K2uE1kJIfn%2FuiyhUDARB1PN1IShlVDhAADpWpOORDko%3D&reserved=0
mailto:reportpoaching@dfw.wa.gov


 

 

Fly of the Month 

 

Gary Oberbillig’s article in this issue of the Garden Hackle is about the Dahlberg Diver.  The 

Dahlberg Diver and other frog lookalike flies are very popular when fishing for Bass. 

If you would like to learn how to tie this fly just Copy and paste the internet address given 

below in your browser.  In this video, Steve Potter, demonstrates how he ties a Dahlberg 

Diver. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GvQEolFlV2c&t=552s 

 

(Copy and paste the link above in your browser and go to our featured fly). 

 

 

 

 

 

        Introduction to Fly Fishing Class               Photo by Heidi 
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SOUTH SOUND FLY FISHERS –2020 Officers, Directors, Chairs and contacts 

President: Gene Rivers  acu4pets@hotmail.com 

Vice President: Randy Allen  randyandcarol2@gmail.com 

Secretary: Lee Yeager yeagerflyfish@gmail.com 

Treasurer: Jim Maus jimmaus@comcast.net 

Past President: Wayne Dixon Sr.  wkdixon@gmail.com 

Director at Large -WSCFFI Representative: Mike Clancy  mtclancy39@comcast.net 

Director at Large-Women’s Fly Fishing: Beth Mason  aerobar2@hotmail.com 

Conservation: Don Freeman   freeman5@comcast.net    

Education: Randy Allen  randyandcarol2@gmail.com 

Fundraising:  John Sabo  chrisonquince@comcast.net 

Membership: Randy Allen  randyandcarol2@gmail.com 

Newsletter:  Dave Field  d_w_field@hotmail.com 

Outings: Wayne Dixon and Jim McAllister  wkdixon@gmail.com 

Programs: Gene Rivers   acu4pets@hotmail.com 

Webmaster/Social Media:  Vic Andrade  hp8202va@gmail.com 

            Kody Elzinga  kelzingart@gmail.com 

Club Meetings are at 7:00pm the third Tuesday of every month except August and December.  Note 

that the Club Picnic is in August and the location is usually announced a month ahead. 

Board of Directors meetings are held the first Tuesday of every month starting at 6:00 pm.   

Unless announced otherwise, all scheduled meetings are held at the North Olympia Fire Station, 5046 

Boston Harbor Road NE, Olympia WA. USA. 

New website: southsoundflyfishers.com 

Old Website:  www.southsoundflyfishers.org 

USPS Mail Address:  SSFF, PO BOX 2792, Olympia WA 98507 
 

SSFF Garden Hackle Newsletter  
All Rights Reserved – March 2020 
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