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LEADER’S LINE                         By President Gene Rivers

 

Hello Fly Fishers, 

Did you ever know you were really right about something?  Well, I knew I was right about 

this.  So in 2019 I decided to take a class to prove I was right.  My first lesson was on a 

crummy day.  It was cold. It was windy. It was raining and it was really wet.  I almost 

cancelled the lesson.  However since my wife had a long Honey Dew list for me if I stayed 

home I decided to go ahead and take the lesson.  So off I went to my first Spey Casting 

Lesson. 
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Now the reason I took the lesson was to prove I was right.  Spey casting was going to be 

expensive. I would need new rods, not one new rod, many new rods.  I would need new 

lines, many new lines.  Also I would need new reels to properly balance those 11 to 13 foot 

Spey rods.  So when I took the lessons I would realize I couldn’t afford to invest in more 

equipment because I had already spent obscene amounts of money in fly fishing equipment 

over the years.  The lessons would prevent me from spending more money.  There would be 

many things I could do with the money I would save by not getting started with Spey casting.  

I knew I was right. I had a great plan. 

So the class would prove I was right.  It would be too expensive to get involved with learning 

this new way of casting a fly.  However a memory of an experienced fly fisher casting his 

Spey outfit across the Madison River’s famous Barns Holes One and Two stuck in the back of 

my mind.   

It was so graceful to watch him.  I was mesmerized.  They don’t call it the Mighty Madison 

without a good reason. It is a big river in most sections and Barns One and Two are big deep 

water in a wide section of the Madison.  The gentleman with the Spey outfit was catching 

some beautiful Fall Runners as described in Chester Allen’s book of the same name.  No one 

else was catching much including me and Chester.  Chester had invited me over for this trip 

and we were there at the same time.  We would sometimes talk on the rivers or text each 

other at night to see how fishing was.  No one, including us, was catching many fish was 

what we found.  Except for that gentleman with the Spey outfit. 

The next day when the Spey caster got to the end of Barns One I asked him what the secret 

sauce was.  It’s always simple when you know the answer.  First of all he could reach across 

the river which was very wide at Barns One and Two. I had observed that.  He could also get 

his fly down fast against those basalt cliffs where the fish were in Barns One and Two.  When 

I asked which patterns he was using he showed me.  He did comment however, “It doesn’t 

matter as much what you are using but it does matter if you can’t get the fly to where the 

fish are.”  Simple. 

I was tired that day after wading and casting my single handed rod a lot in one of my 

favorite streams.  My shoulder was sore.  The “Spey Caster” said he found he didn’t get 

nearly as tired from casting with a Spey outfit as he did with a single handed outfit with 

standard fly lines. 

Interestingly I discovered that you can Spey cast with single handed rods you already have. 

So it turned out to not be nearly as expensive as I thought to get started. That’s not totally 

accurate however.  Since starting with a Rio Trout Spey line (which is a Scandi type line) on 

my single handed rods I quickly purchased a 12 foot double handed Spey rod and a Rio In 

Touch Skagit Line System with three MOW tips.  The Skagit lines and tips allow you to cast 

bigger heavy flies and fish them at any depth you desire by quickly switching heads.  
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The Skagit lines were first developed in Washington State.  The Scandi (Scandinavian) lines 

were developed overseas, originally on the River Spey in Scotland. The river Spey is a big 

river. They Scandi lines are designed for casting tighter loops and smaller flies such as dry 

flies with a gentle presentation over long distances. 

After my first lesson I was amazed how far I could cast even though I had much to learn.  It 

was also seemingly effortless.  I was amazed.  It wasn’t that hard.  As time passed I found 

that I was catching more fish when Spey fishing.  Part of the reason was that I could 

effortlessly reach areas I couldn’t reach before even with a double haul which is a lot more 

work.  Another reason was that my line and fly were in the water more.  This was because 

there isn’t all that time spent in false casting.  Amazing I thought.  I had been wrong about 

my whole concept of Spey casting.  However I was also very happy. 

I did have to do that housework and yard work when I got back from that lesson, but I had a 

big smile on my face the whole time. 

=================================================================== 

I encourage members to attend our February General meeting.  Heather Hodson, CEO 

and Founder of United Women on the Fly will give a PowerPoint presentation on An 

Introduction to Spey Casting. 

Tight thread, 

Gene 
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SSFF February Program             Gene Rivers Program Chair 

 

                                 

                                       

 

Heather Hodson  

 Introduction to Spey Casting 

 
Heather Hodson, founder and Instructor for United Women on the Fly will be presenting "An 
Introduction to Spey Casting" at the February meeting of the South Sound Fly Fishers.  

Heather will cover equipment, heads, lines, leaders and tips on needed tackle. She will also 
cover Spey fishing techniques and casting basics. She will be available to answer questions 
after her presentation.  

Women fly fishers and prospective fly fishers are especially encouraged to attend. 

This will be an interesting program by one of fly fishing’s most dynamic new leaders. 

You will not want to miss this chance to meet and hear from Heather! 
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Club Outings                      Wayne Dixon, Jim McAllister Co-chairs 

 

The club will have an outing on Saturday February 29th.  This will be on saltwater. Try 

your hand at catching and releasing the most iconic fish in Puget Sound. 

What: Fly Fishing for Sea Run Cutthroat at Burfoot Park        

When:  Saturday February 29th at 8:00 am 

Where:  Burfoot County Park (meet-up in the parking lot) 

Leader:  Wayne Dixon will serve as the lead Ghillie 

Gear:   5 weight rod needed – more weight good if windy.  Intermediate slow sink line or a 

sink tip.  Floating line okay if you have weighted flies.  7-9ft. leader and 2ft. tippet. Bring 

an assortment of saltwater patterns on size 6 to 12 hooks.  Ghillie will have some flies 

available. Bring appropriate clothing and gear.  Think safety.  Remember to bring water and 

a snack or lunch if you wish.  Lead Ghillie is Wayne Dixon 360-701 -7423. 

 

High Tide - Burfoot Park 

Page 5   

 



 

The Soap Box                          By Don Freeman Conservation Chair 

 

Greetings, 

Since this is my first article for the Hackle as Conservation Chair in this decade, let me 

introduce myself to the gratifying number of new members who have joined in the years 

since I served the club in this capacity and to remind my old friends of what I like to do and 

hope to accomplish. 

Much of the latter part of my working life was in the outdoor recreation field, for which I 

have a BS from U of O (that’s right I’m a Duck, but have lived here in Olympia for more than 

30 years) where I co-taught environmental classes and wilderness survival, worked as a river 

guide, Swiftwater Rescue tech and SCUBA Divemaster.  My scientific training was in forest 

management and various nature studies.   

As a result, I have a number of contacts and experience in organizations and businesses that 

depend on fishing, fisheries and local efforts to protect and promote our environment.  I try 

to keep aware of what’s being done to both promote and exploit the resources and will keep 

our members informed.  My resources include what I learn through my volunteer activities at 

WDFW as a member of the Puget Sound Enhancement Oversight Committee and occasional 

sampling opportunities I am lucky to be invited to participate in.  These have included 

tagging sea run cutthroat and Nisqually rainbow trout and steelhead.   

Some of these programs will also provide opportunities for our club members as well.  This 

spring, for instance, the local biologists are beginning a study of which trout provide the 

best opportunity for recreational fishing in our regional lakes.  Diploid and triploid rainbows 

are being raised at Eel Springs Hatchery for the study.  These trout will be implanted with 

electronic tracking senders and stocked in Ward and Ohop lakes.  We will be inviting our 

club members to help in the study by targeting these fish, (i.e. fishing) collecting the 

transponders when found, and reporting details of their catch to agency creel counters.  

There will also be some need for volunteers to help collect the data themselves by gathering 

reports from anglers at the lakes. 
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Over time I will continue to look for this kind of volunteer opportunities for our members 

and report progress and results to the club.  I will also be available to respond to input and 

queries from SSFF members about other issues that interest you but that I may not have 

addressed or been aware of.  I will also provide a means to help shape broader policy 

affecting the environment and efforts to protect our fisheries.  We are a small organization, 

but adding our voice to projects like petitions to protect Bristol Bay, Snake River and our 

own Orcas will have an impact on issues that we value, even if small.   

This time of year, meetings take place all along the coast to project salmon and steelhead 

returns to Oregon, Washington and British Columbia and to set harvest seasons and quotas 

accordingly.  Known as North of Falcon, this process involves the state government agencies, 

tribal co-managers, federal agencies plus recreational and commercial groups.  Put mildly, 

these negotiations are contentious.  The resulting agreements will determine our 

opportunities for salmon fishing this season and I will attempt to report what these seasons 

are as soon as I learn the results.  Keep in mind that alarmingly diminished returns and 

increased demand means that this year there will be considerable disappointment and the 

seasons themselves will be increasingly subject to emergency closures.  Sorry for the gloomy 

projection, but it is what it is. 

See you at the meeting on the 18th, I’m looking forward to hearing Heather Hodson. 

Best regards, 

Don 

Don Freeman  
WDFW Puget Sound Recreational Enhancement Oversight Committee 
 

 

Photo by Heidi 
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Membership     Randy Allen, Vice President 

 

Hello Club Members, 

 

Please welcome these new members that recently joined to the club. 

 

 

 

The camera caught up with new member Fran Eide at the January meeting. Fran met us when she 
attended our Introduction to Fly Tying class last fall, She did very well with the class and tied some 
great flies!  

Her family includes numerous fly-fishers. On the last lab evening of the tying class Fran opened a rod 
case to show us her new Redington 6-weight rod setup, a gift from her son. Talk about knowing what 
a mom wants!  

Fran’s fishing interests include trout, salmon, and steelhead. Fran, we’ll introduce you to some of 
our other fly tiers to share locally productive fly patterns. And, we’ll get you on some local waters to 
put your new flies to use. I hope you can attend our March 28 Indoor-Outing. We will offer a fun day 
of fly tying and other indoor activities. Welcome, Fran! 
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Steve Farquhar joined at our January meeting. Steve’s interested in fishing for trout, steelhead, 
salmon, coastal cutthroat, and bass. His committee interests include conservation, education, and 
membership. Steve – we have some folks who can help target those species in our local waters!  
Steve – schedule a date with us on March 28! 

   

Don Johnsen joined us in January. He, too, attended our Introduction to Fly Tying last Fall. Don was 
a skilled fly tier years ago. Then, like many of us, fly fishing took to the back burner as other 
priorities surfaced. Don is back with enthusiasm, and he produced some great trout flies in the class. 
We’re looking forward to getting you going again! Don’s primary fishing interest is steelhead, Don – 
you may be interested in our program on March 28 too! 

 

Tom Lewis – welcome! Tom enjoyed the January program and joined us. He’s another steelhead 
enthusiast. He’s also interested in our programs, outings, and membership activities. Tom does not 
tie flies. Not yet, anyway… Tom – hope you’re available on March 28. We have a great day planned! 

 

Justin Fordice – welcome! Like Tom, Justin joined while attending our January meeting. He’s 
interested in fishing for trout, salmon, steelhead, and coastal cutthroat. He’s interested in 
conservation, education, programs, outings, the newsletter, and membership activities. By now 
you’ve seen the pattern. Justin - March 28, okay? Stay tuned for more about that activity day! 

 

Greg Rayl joined after he attended Introduction to Fly Tying last Fall. He’s involved in education 
programs abroad, so we have to make the most of his time while he’s on hiatus and is state-side. 
With the warm winter we’ll try to get you out to some local streams and let you test your new flies 
on some of our local trout! Same story, Greg – March 28! 

 

What’s the deal with Saturday, March 28? Because of March’s weather can be “iffy” Jim McAllister 
and Wayne Dixon plan an Indoor-Outing. Look for more info on this activity in the newsletter and at 
the meetings as we approach the date. We have fly tying, casting (weather-depending), various 
educational opportunities, and a pot-luck lunch to go with the story-swapping and socializing. A 
great day to become better acquainted with your fellow members and pick their brains, as well as 
pick up some new skills. Plan to attend at our usual meeting location, the North Olympia Fire 
Department. 

As soon as we see you new members at the meetings, we’ll take your photos and better introduce 
you. Meanwhile, we wanted to acknowledge you, our newest members!  

Till next month I hope you can take advantage of these cool days and do some fishing!  

Tight lines! 

Randy 
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Riffles                By Beth Mason 

 

Greetings Fly Fishers, 

So you want to learn to fly fish, but your significant other isn’t thrilled with your new 

interest? Your job is to discover what it is your partner is concerned about. 

Before you start pursuing a new hobby, are there hobbies you and your partner both enjoy 

together as a couple? If not, stop there. Sharing hobbies in a relationship can be a powerful 

way to connect with each other, develop a stronger, more intimate bond, and keep your 

relationship fun and interesting. If you do not have at least one hobby you both share, find 

one and do not read on! 

Perhaps you have too many hobbies? Do your current hobbies encroach on your household? 

Do you have partly finished projects taking up space? Have your hobbies been costly? If you 

answered yes to one or more of these questions, you might want to consider putting aside an 

old hobby in place of fly fishing? 

Fly fishing will encroach on time, space, and finances. Not only are there clubs and events 

to attend, but making time to fish is a whole other matter. Then there is gear and 

accessories. You will want to buy fly rods, boots, float tubes, fly tying stuff, etc. Not only is 

equipment expensive, but also the travel to go fishing isn’t cheap if you factor in gas prices, 

overnight stays, and guide costs. 

Next, if you and your partner share chores, take care of pets and children, and other 

responsibilities, they may be concerned your new hobby will mean you are no longer able to 

do your part?  Frankly, this is a time management issue where you will want to demonstrate 

to your partner you will be able to continue your responsibilities. 

Like any new hobby, there is a trial period. I recommend holding off any major purchases, 

try casting some flies, and find out if this is an activity you are truly going to enjoy.  

In our next article, we will dig deeper on the relationship issue when your partner wants to 

pursue a hobby that is traditionally composed of members of the opposite sex. 
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Fund Raising      John Sabo - Fundraising Chair 

 

 

SSFF Pot-Luck Dinner and Auction 

Please save the date: SSFF Potluck Dinner and Auction – Saturday, May 2, 2020 

The South Sound Fly Fishers welcome all fly fishers, family, and friends, to attend SSFF’s 

Family Pot-Luck Dinner and Auction on Saturday, May 2, 2020 at the Black Lake Grange Hall, 

6011 Black Lake Boulevard, Olympia, WA, next to the Black Lake Fire Station.  The club will 

be supplying the main course, soft drinks, coffee, tea, dishes and silverware.  You are asked 

to bring a salad, side dish, or dessert.  If you want beer or wine, please bring your own.  We 

will have sign-up sheets at the club meetings…see me at the raffle table.  

We also need members to help with set-up before and clean-up afterward.  We will have 

sign-up sheets at the club meetings…see me at the raffle table.    

The dinner usually begins at 6:00 and the auction starts at 7:00.  It will be a live-only 

auction and all funds raised will go to the club’s conservation and service projects like: 

 Hood Canal Salmon Enhancement Group   

Northwest Youth Conservation and Fly-Fishing Academy  

Casting for Recovery 

Healing Waters Fly Fishing 

South Sound Salmon Enhancement Group 

We plan to auction donations of “experiences and adventures” (fishing trips, gourmet 

dinners, etc.), and valuable items like rods, reels, art, and fishing and other items.  We are 

looking forward to evening of fun, fine food, friendship, fish stories, and entertainment as 

we generate funds to continue our club’s conservation and education programs.  
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SSFF Raffle News: 

Thank you, to all the club members who participate in the raffle at each meeting, and all 

the members who donate raffle items.  Remember, we will continue to have interesting and 

useful raffle items at every meeting, so stop by before the meeting and get your tickets. We 

also have some empty fly boxes to fill for the raffle, please see me at the raffle table. 

SSFF Patches 

Official SSFF Patches are available at the Raffle Table for only $5. These can be placed on a 

cap, shirt, jacket, or fly fishing vest to show your membership in the club. 

SSFF Stickers 

Official SSFF Stickers are available at the Raffle Table for only $10.  These can be placed on 

your boat, truck, auto, motorcycle, skateboard, or virtually any hard smooth surface to show 

your membership in the club. 

 John 

 

 
                                           Photo by Howard Nanto 
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Club Business         Jim Maus Club Treasurer 

 

Hello Fly fishers, 

It’s that time again to pay annual dues. If you have not already done so please pay your 2020 
club dues.   Annual dues of $40.00 are due beginning in January for 2020.  New folks just 
joining the club pay $45.00. The extra $5.00 is to help cover the cost of producing your 
engraved name badge.  Thank you to the record number of members that paid their dues at 
the January club meeting. 

Cash or checks may be given directly to me at any meeting.  If you pay by check, please 
make it out to South Sound Fly Fishers or just the initials “SSFF” works fine for the bank. For 
those of you that forget to bring your check book, we can accept payments now using Credit 
Cards but the club must pay extra fees for this service so cash or checks are preferred. 

I will be at the back table at the meeting room for your dues and donations. While you are 
taking care of dues payments this is an excellent opportunity to check your address, phone 
number and email information in the club roster.  I will have a copy of the roster at the 
table ready for any updates you need to write in.   

If you are unable to attend meetings, just mail your check to the club’s Post Box at the 
Olympia main USPS station. The club’s address is: South Sound Fly Fishers, PO Box 2792, 
Olympia, WA 98507.   

Remember that South Sound Fly Fishers is a non-profit 501 c (3) organization.    SSFF 
promotes conservation and education.  Your dues money is used for funding club 
operations. 

 Fiscal year 2019 Closeout and Audit 

The 2019 financial records were reviewed by the Audit Committee and passed with probrbial 
flying colors.  The 2019 books are now complete and ready for approveal by the Board of 
Directors and general club membership.  All of this will be completed by the March club 
meeting as specified in our Bylaws. 

Tight lines, 
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Education                By Randy Allen Vice President 

 

Greetings Fly Fishers, 

We are partnered with the City of Olympia at the Olympia Center. We’re developing an 
annual training program to take the complete novice from knowing nothing, to properly 
catching and releasing a fish.  

If you have a friend of either gender that is considering testing the fly fishing waters but 
knows nothing yet, suggest he or she attend our first class in March which is:   

Introduction to Fly Fishing  
This class describes the sport of fly fishing for the complete novice. This course introduces a 
brief history of fly fishing; demonstrates fishing gear including rods, reels, lines and leaders, 
waders and boots, pontoon boats to float-tubes; entomology including nymphs, emergers, 
dry flies and terrestrials; locating fish in streams, lakes, and the Sound; fly casting; basic 
fishing knots; water safety and outdoor savvy; stream bank erosion management; and fly 
fisher conservation.  

Class dates will be Monday evenings March 2, 9, 16, 23, and 30 from 6:00 – 8:00 pm. Classes 
will be held at the Olympia Center in downtown Olympia. Two Saturday morning casting 
lessons are included in the class.  

Fly Casting will follow the Introduction class; again, we target the beginning he or she 
student. This seven week class addresses single-handed rod casting (not Spey rods).  

The first night class is a classroom introduction to fly rods, reels, lines, and leaders, and 
some casting mechanics. Students should bring their rods to the classroom for evaluation and 
help setting up for the next week when hands-on casting will begin.  

The next six weeks teach basic fly casting skills including pick-up and lay-down casts, false 
casts, aerial line mends, stripping and shooting line, off-shoulder casting in the wind, roll 
casts, and on-the-water line mends.  

Class dates will be Mondays evenings April 6, 13, 20, 27, May 4, 11, and 18 from 6:00 – 8:00 
pm. The first classroom will be held at the Olympia Center, downtown Olympia. The casting 
location is being finalized in the Olympia / Tumwater area.  

The On the Water Clinic will follow the casting lessons and will be aimed at the new folks 
that have some gear and some skills. Here we will integrate the training concepts to help 
students catch and release fish.               
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Introduction to Fly Tying will be in the Fall. This class will be taught one night per week. 
This course is aimed at the complete he or she novice with no prior experience in tying flies. 
It covers typical fly tying equipment, hackles/feathers, hook sizes, fly proportions, and 
several fly patterns. Students will learn and tie a fly during each evening’s class, then 
recreate the fly at home before the next class. We encourage students to bring their 
“homework” back the next week for evaluation. We will teach examples of nymph, wet fly, 
streamer, and dry fly patterns. In 2019 we taught six flies. More details about the 2020 class 
will be announced at a later date. 

The most exciting feedback was when students returned to the following week’s class and 
reported that they had caught fish using the flies they had learned and tied themselves!  

Class dates have not yet been determined.  

Classes are listed in the Experience It! catalog mailed to Olympia addresses by their Parks, 
Arts, and Recreation department. More details and course codes for enrollment will follow in 
future editions of the Garden Hackle! Or, for more information stop me at a meeting, or 
send me an email at: randyandcarol2@gmail.com 

 

Randy 

 

 
      Photo by Howard Nanto 
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The Northwest Youth Conservation & Fly Fishing Academy 2020 

By Mike Clancy Co-Director 

 
 

There is no better opportunity for our girls and boys, 12-16, to learn the sport of fly fishing 
and the merits of conservation.  During the last full week of June 21-27, 2020, the Academy 
will be held at The Gwinwood Conference Center on Hicks Lake in Lacey, WA.  The applicant 
must write an essay explaining why they would like to attend the Academy and a letter of 
recommendation is requested from their science teacher, school counselor or responsible 
person.  Deadline for applications is April 15, 2020.  Financial Aid is available. 

Jim Brosio is lining up the Academy instructors and we are very pleased to learn, most of the 
instructors from our 2019 event will be returning.  We are very fortunate to have the most 
amazing, talented instructors in conservation, fly tying and casting, from our Pacific NW fly 
fishing clubs and organizations.  

Applications may be downloaded from our website – www.nwycffa.com or you may contact 
Jim Brosio @ brosioj@q.com, Mike Clancy @ mtclancy39@comcast.net or Tom VanGelder @ 
TVG@comcast.net    Our website – www.nwycffa.com.  We also have a Facebook page 
displaying pictures from past events.  

 

 

THE YOUTH OF TODAY ARE THE GUARDIANS OF THE FUTURE FOR OUR SPORT OF FLYFISHING       
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Washington State Council FFI Representative                Mike Clancy 

 

Hello Fellow Anglers, 

Here are some of the events to put on your calendar for  2020:   

May 2, 2020 – The Washington State Council FFI is conducting a “Fly Casting Event” at Luther 

Burbank Park on Mercer Island, starting at 9AM.  Casting demonstrations, Walk-in casting 

clinic, casting workshops conducted by Dave McCoy of Emerald Water Anglers and Ryan 

Smith of The Avid Angler.  Advanced casting workshops by Anil Srivastava of Puget Sound Fly 

Co. and Tom Cammarata, plus a casting challenge course.  Casting demonstrations at 11AM 

by Molly Semenik and 3PM by Don Simonson.  Later at 6pm, there will be a banquet at 6PM 

at the Mercer Island Community Center.  This event is to replace our Ellensburg event, which 

we will no longer conduct.  More details to follow. 

June 21-27, 2020 - The NWYCFF Academy will be held at Gwinwood Community Center in 

Lacey on Hicks Lake.  Registration is now open, see the article about the Academy in this 

issue and on the club’s website. Applications are available on the Academy’s website at 

www.nwycffa.com.  Each applicant is required to submit an essay, explaining why they 

would like to attend The Academy, and a letter of recommendation from their school 

counselor or other responsible person.  Cost is $300, but no one is turned away because of 

funding. I want to thank the fly fishing community, FFI Clubs, TU Chapters, corporations and 

private individuals for the financial support the Academy receives.  Every single penny goes 

to conduct The Academy. 

July 21-25, 2020 – Fly Fishers International, FFI will conduct their last Fly Fishing Fair in 

Bozeman, MT.  The event again will take place at MSU.  In the future, the National event 

will be held in various regions throughout the USA with various Councils.  The Youth Camp 

will be held July 23-24, at MSU.  More details to follow.          
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Flies We Tie              By Gary Oberbillig and Joe Uhlman 

 

 

 

These articles are by long time club members Joe Uhlman and Gary Oberbillig.  Both these 

gentlemen have tied and fish many flies over the years.  Here are some of stories they have 

shared about tying and fishing with their flies.  This series begins with stories from Gary 

Oberbillig. 

 

As explained in last month’s article I developed my love of fly fishing at an early age from 

my grandfather.  Grandfather Simpson was relatively well educated but he worked his way 

West from Pennsylvania as a cowboy. He settled down to put his education to work as a 

schoolteacher in Idaho.  He taught me how to fish for Bass, Salmon, Steelhead and resident 

Rainbow and Cutthroats in the Snake and Payette Rivers flowing near our farm. Grandfather 

also taught me the rudiments of fly tying using the fur and feathers that were easy to come 

by on our farm. Under his tutelage I learned to tie all types of flies.  I learned to tie flies 

that could even fool the wily Bass found in some of the lakes and pools in our rivers.  

Last month we talked about the flies for Bass fishing on the surface. This month we’ll cover 

some the flies fished below the surface. These flies are referred to as Sliders and Streamers.  

They are mid-water flies fished with a slow sinker or a sink tip line. They include Woolly 

Worms, Woolly Buggers, Leeches and Clouser Minnows.  This family of flies are very popular. 
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Woolly Worm 

In my early years I tied up a lot of Woolly Worms as they were a relatively easy to tie and 

proved very effective. I liked to wrap some wire on the hook shank so the fly moved 

erratically up and down during retrieve. This up and down movement was very enticing to 

any fish.  

 

Woolly Bugger 

In time I migrated from Woolly Worms to Woolly Buggers by palmering a little larger hackle 

and adding a little longer tail with a color that blended in with the body. Our farm provided 

all the chicken and rooster feathers I needed.  So, along with a little piece of chenille yarn I 

became proficient tying Woolly Buggers.   

I found that a sparsely tied Woolly Bugger could be fished to look like a leech.  Some of the 

lakes seemed to have a lot of leeches and I found that fishing my Woolly Buggers as leeches 

attracted a lot of big Bass.  

 

Leech pattern 

From the Wooly Bugger it was easy learning to tie Leech patterns. I studied leech patterns in 

books and magazines because this was the usual way of sharing these patterns in the pre- 

internet days.  
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Then along came the Crouser’s Minnow.  I read about this fly in fishing magazines and 

studied the recipe Bob Clouser developed when he created the fly.  The Clouser Minnow 

proved a highly effective pattern for Bass.  I experimented with different materials, sizes, 

weights and colors.  And, as with all good fly fishers, I kept experimenting on the water with 

the fly. 

 

Clouser Minnow 

When fishing Bass in rivers and streams I moved slowly and tried not spook fish with any 

vibration or noise.  I was continually reading the water and fishing the water where big Bass 

were holding to ambush their prey. 

After many years of stream fishing for Bass and other fish, I shifted to boats in still water. 

When you are young you move with flexibility and are sure footed when wadding fast water. 

Over the years I found that my flexibility was slowly reduced and maintaining my balance in 

fast water was increasingly  difficult even when using a wading staff.  After a dunking or two 

i realized that fishing in rivers or streams was becoming just too much of a challenge.  I 

found it was much safer fishing from a boat on a lake, Hood Canal or Puget Sound.   

To repeat what I‘ve I said before, fishing is always enjoyable here in the Pacific Northwest 

and some Bass fishing trips are really memorable. 

 

                                     Photo by Howard Nanto 
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Fly Fisher of the Year 2019       By Randy Allen 

 

                                                     Kody Elzinga with Ghillie Jim McAllister 

Kody Elzinga is most deserving of this award. His plaque reads, “In recognition of outstanding 
service to the Club and our fish resources…” and that is a fitting description. Kody is a fairly 
new member who has made his presence known most favorably. He’s a crazy-great fisher. In 
the fall he participated in our chum outing and shows the bait fishers how to catch chum 
salmon on a fly. On a recent outing he caught about 50 Sea Run Cutthroat.  

But the Fly Fisher of the Year isn’t merely about attending the outings. Starting in 2019 Kody 
used his social media development skills to lead a major renovation of our Club web-site. Our 
legacy site no longer could adequately support new features like our monthly calendars, and a 
conversational blog among the members. Kody investigated, researched, and was the leading 
force to develop the new club web site. As most projects go, this was no exception. It grew in 
scope and complexity while Kody maintained his personal work schedule and life. He provided 
each status report complete with his positive, upbeat personality and smile.  

His results speak for themselves. Our new web-site is more complete than before, easier to 
use, and contains more user-friendly information about our Club for not only the public looking 
to learn about us, but also for the Club members to stay informed and connected.  

Kody – Many thanks for all you’re doing for us. And congratulations as our 2019 Fly Flsher of 
the Year! 
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Club Dues for 2020-- Dues can be given to the Treasurer at meetings or by mailing a check 

to: SSFF at PO Box 7456 Olympia WA 98507.  Thank you for supporting the SSFF mission of 

conservation and education.  

  

WA 98507.  

 

Parking is not permitted in the Fire and Medic Truck Driveway during SSFF meetings. Please 
keep this driveway totally clear at all times.   

When the designated parking spaces in front of the fire Station are full, please park in the lot 
behind the Station.  The driveway to rear lot is about 50 yards north of the station. This rear 
parking lot is now well lit a can accommodate many cars and trucks.  

 Discover Pass Tip 

If you need to use your annual Pass on the day of purchase your email receipt will be valid for 10 

days, please display this receipt on your cars dashboard.  if you are unable to print you can write 

down the transaction number and the date from your email receipt on a piece of paper to display on 

your cars dashboard until you receive the pass in the mail. – The Annual Discover Pass is valid for 

parking  through month of purchase of next year for any DNR, WDFW or State Park parking area. 

 

 

 

 

 

• Call 911 to report poaching in progress, a dangerous wildlife complaint, or an 
emergency. 

• Call 877-933-9847 for non-emergency poaching/violation reports.  
• Send an email to reportpoaching@dfw.wa.gov. 

Send a text tip to 847411 (TIP411) by entering WDFWTIP, followed by a space, and 

then entering your report 

   

mailto:reportpoaching@dfw.wa.gov


 

Fly of the Month 

 

Gary Oberbillig’s article in this issue talks about the Clouser Minnow and the success of this 

battle tested fly.  The Clouser Minnow is considered by many fly fishers to be one of the 

most productive flies in their fly box.  If you have not tried tying the Clouser Monnow here is 

your opportunity. 

Copy and paste the internet address into your browser and see how to tie this fly from Bob 

Clouser, the person that created this proven winner.  The fly will attract all species of fish 

inhabiting both fresh and salt water. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k0gX83J1Kvg 

 

(Copy and paste the link above in your browser and go immediately to our featured fly). 

Thank you Bob Clouser for showing us how to tie your minnow. 

 

 
 

                                     A  young student at the Fly Fishing  Academy                         
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SOUTH SOUND FLY FISHERS –2020 Officers, Directors and contacts 

President: Gene Rivers  acu4pets@hotmail.com 

Vice President: Randy Allen  randyandcarol2@gmail.com 

Secretary: Lee Yeager yeagerflyfish@gmail.com 

Treasurer: Jim Maus jimmaus@comcast.net 

Past President: Wayne Dixon Sr.  wkdixon@gmail.com 

Conservation: Don Freeman  freeman5@comcast.net    

Education: Randy Allen  randyandcarol2@gmail.com 

Fundraising:  John Sabo  chrisonquince@comcast.net 

Membership: Randy Allen  randyandcarol2@gmail.com 

The Garden Hackle:  Dave Field  d_w_field@hotmail.com 

Outings: Wayne Dixon and Jim McAllister  wkdixon@gmail.com 

Programs: Gene Rivers   acu4pets@hotmail.com 

Webmaster/Social Media:  Kody Elzinga & Vic Andrade  kelzingart@gmail.com  Vic_Andrade@att.nrt 

Director at Large and WSCFFI Representative: Mike Clancy  mtclancy39@comcast.net 

Director at Large: Beth Mason  aerobar2@hotmail.com 

Club Meetings are at 7:00pm the third Tuesday of every month except August and December.  Note 

that the Club Picnic is in August and the location is usually announced a month ahead. 

Board of Directors meetings are held the first Tuesday of every month starting at 6:00 pm.  

Unless announced otherwise, all scheduled meetings are held at the North Olympia Fire Station, 5046 

Boston Harbor Road NE, Olympia WA. USA. 

New website: southsoundflyfishers.com 

Old Website:  www.southsoundflyfishers.org 

USPS Mail Address:  SSFF, PO BOX 2792, Olympia WA 98507 
 

SSFF Garden Hackle Newsletter  
All Rights Reserved – February 2020 
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