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The Leader’s Line          By President Gene Rivers  

 

 

Greetings to All SSFF Members 

 A lot is going on fishing wise.  Spring is officially here and the weather is slowly improving 

after one of the wettest winters on record for Puget Sound.  Our local Coastal cutthroat and 

resident Coho have produced throughout the winter.  Early Spring fishing for both continues 

to be good.  The lowland lakes General Opener is Saturday April 22.  No need to wait, 

however, because our local year-round lakes are producing fish now.  It’s time to get your 

boat ready. 
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 President Gene discusses current 

fishing opportunities and up 

coming club meeting.   
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 Club program this month brings 
back many fond  memories.  Don’t 
miss a fun evening April 18th. 
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Outing Report – Plan for two April 
outings as fishing is in high gear. 
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Our March 25, 2017 “Outing” which was a combination “fly tying, casting, and entomology 

for fly fishers”  was a huge success.  It was well attended.  I received a lot of positive 

feedback.  Special thank you to those who brought food, especially hot dishes. 

Thanks to Jim McAllister, Randy Allen and Wayne Dixon for putting this event together.  Ben 

Dennis and Mel Hurd did a fantastic job of fly casting instruction.  Ben and Mel’s students 

were casting some pretty tight loops, which I found impressive.  This is despite Ben being 

left handed.  Sorry Ben, just kidding!  I’m a lefty too.  

 Jim McAllister, Walter Dohring and Mark Brownell shared their fly tying expertise.  A lot of 

valuable tying tips were passed on to interested participants. Great job fly tyers!   

Last but not least our Secretary Wayne Dixon led two sessions of practical entomology for fly 

fishers.  Wayne’s excellent presentations were received well and a great deal of lively 

discussion occurred showing the interest of those attending. 

Our outings Chair, Jim McAllister is busy planning and there may be more than one club 

outing per month in the Spring, Summer and Fall.  Jim will have details at our April meeting. 

Also the Program for our April meeting is one that that we have been tryng to arrange for 

some time.  It has received rave reviews from numerous fly fishing clubs.  The Speaker is 

Dick Streater and his Program is Fishing Humour.  Be prepared to have a relaxing, fun filled 

evening with quite a few laughs.  Dick will have a lot of fishing equipment to display and will 

describe the humor associated with many fishing “gadgets and necessities.”  See more 

details in Don Freeman’s article in this month’s Hackle. 

See you on April 18th. 

Gene 

 

Munn Lake                                    Photo Courtesy of Howard Nanto 
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The Limelight      By Don Freeman   Program chair 

 

       Richard Streater  

 

  

Our program for April is “Fishing Can Be Funny’ presented by Richard Streater. 

  In addition to being a popular humorist, Richard is a fishing equipment guru.  

He will be presenting his own collection of classic equipment and memorabilia, 

which is quite extensive, so all the spare tables will be in use preventing our 

usual fly tying activity for this month only.   

But, Richard encourages members to bring their own treasures such as classic 

lures, reels, gadgets and oddities so he can identify their history and value! 

Have a fun and entertaining evening by joining us on April 18th. 
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Outing Reports     By Jim McAllister Outings Chair 

 

Our alternative outing Saturday March 25th at the fire station was packed with information, 

skill building, good food and lots of fish stories.  It was a perpetual fly tie/swap session, 

entomology class, casting session and topped off with a mouthwatering potluck lunch.   

This was SSFF’s version of a “mini-Ellensburg” that got folks together to learn about various 

facets of fly fishing. We tied and swap some flies and shared lots of fishing tips.  

I want to thank Randy Allen and ben Dennis for running the casting clinic and Wayne Dixon 

for doing an outstanding job with the entomology classes. Wayne had several freebee 

handouts including a Key chain with a laminated aquatic insect chart! 

 

Upcoming Club Outings 

April 22nd will be the club outing at either Black lake or Long Lake.  We will decide and 

announce which of the two lakes we will fish as part of the outings report at the April club 

Meeting.  Both of these lakes are open year-around under statewide rules and we will have 

fishing reports on these lakes before making a decision.  Further details on this outing will 

be announced at the club meeting. 

April 29th will be a club outing at McIntosh Lake.  This is a nice south county lake that usually 

fishes well in the spring.  We will provide all details on this outing at the April club meeting. 

Tight lines, 

Jim 
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THE SOAPBOX 

Don Freeman  Conservation and Political chair    

 

 

North of Falcon, the complicated season planning and allocation 

procedure that determines when, where and if we get to fish our favorite runs is currently in 

full swing.  Complicating the issue, the higher than normal rainfall this winter is hampering 

surveys of returning salmon.  The Columbia for instance, is at the highest flow level since 

1950, so early showing of spring Chinook are almost nonexistent.   I won’t pick that scab any 

more, but will continue to monitor progress, and will let you know what the prospects are as 

soon as I get the information from the DFW, hopefully prior to public announcement, but 

can’t promise anything.  What I can tell those of you jonesing for Coho action is that the 

resident Coho population is especially good in area 13 right now, so if you have a boat 

suitable for the sound, now is the time. 

What I do have for you is a progress report on the legislature regarding hunting and fishing 

issues that will affect our fishing and hunting opportunities in the near future, as well as the 

possible pending fee increases. 

Representative Ormsby, the Chair of the House Appropriations Committee released his 

operating budget proposal.  Overall this is a very good budget for WDFW and addresses the 

vast majority of the Department’s budget requests including assuming the passage of all of 

the agency’s request legislation.  It is important to note that the majority of the increases 

in this budget proposal and WDFW’s original requests are dependent on the passage of the 

recreational and commercial fee legislation, the Hydraulic Approval Program legislation, 

and the Aquatic Invasive Species Program legislation.    

From a budget perspective, the greatest single difference between the two proposals are in 

the amount of resources provided.  The House Chair proposal increases WDFW’s operating 

budget by 8.3% and the Senate budget increases the budget by 0.6%.  There’s a $32M 

difference between the two proposals.  The main reason for this difference is the fact that 

the Senate budget does not assume the passage of any of WDFW’s request legislation that 

generate new revenue for the Department.  This is true for most legislation that has not 

passed the Senate floor yet, so reaching agreement with stakeholders and the legislature on 

moving revenue legislation towards adoption will be very important. 

There’s still a long way to go before a final compromise budget is developed and this 
budget proposal will help keep WDFW’s budget priorities part of the final legislative budget 
negotiations.             
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Additional detail on Representative Ormsby’s budget proposal can be found 

at:  http://leap.leg.wa.gov/leap/budget/detail/2017/ho1719p.asp 

A detailed report on this budget proposal and a comparison of the House Chair and Senate 

budgets are also displayed at the second to last page of the Garden Hackle. 

As you will see in the budgets, the house is more sympathetic to funding our interests.  It 

remains to be seen how what compromises will be made.  It is a very uncomfortable fact 

that a history of draconian cuts to WDFW budgets has created a scenario in which hefty fee 

increases are required just to continue current programs.  It’s time to let your 

representatives know your priorities.  

Don 

 

 

 

Photo by Howard Nanto 
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Membership            by VP Randy Allen, Acting Membership Chair 

 

 

Please welcome our newest members to the Club! 

• Brian Mooers – Brian returns to SSFF after a few years hiatus. He likes to fish for trout, 
salmon, and coastal cutthroat. Welcome back, Brian! 

• Bob Appel (pronounced like an apple) – Bob likes fishing for trout and steelhead. He’s 
also interested in our conservation efforts. Bob – let’s make sure you get to know Don 
Freeman, this year’s Conservation chair. I’m sure he’d appreciate working with you! 

• Mike Burch – Mike wants to net coastal cutthroat, salmon, steelhead, and trout. His 
Club interests lean toward conservation and our meeting programs. Mike, it’s one-stop 
shopping for you. We’ll put you together with Don Freeman – he chairs both 
Conservation and Programs. I know he would appreciate the help. 

• Rick Davidson – Welcome, Rick! If it swims Rick wants to land it: bottom fish, bass, 
steelhead, trout, salmon, and coastal cutthroat. For these activities we’ll make sure 
you get to know Don Freeman for conservation, Wayne Dixon for education, and Jim 
McAllister for outings. In his spare time Rick exhibition casts 35 feet inside Cabela’s! 

•  R L Erion – “RL” as his friends know him joined us in February.  We will have more 
about RL in the next newsletter. 

• Jim Maus – Jim is back with us. Jim is serious about his fly fishing and has a red-phone 
to the International Federation of Fly Fishers (IFFF) in two significant capacities. 
Locally he currently serves the Washington State Council (WSC) IFFF as VP of 
Communications. At the international level Jim is serving as Treasurer. Jim, welcome 
back, and thanks for all you’re doing to support that great organization! 

• John Moore – John is primarily a trout fisher. John- we’ll put you together with Don 
Freeman who chairs our meeting programs, and Jim McAllister who chairs outings. 
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Community Outreach 

 

Cabela’s Fishing Classic weekend event was a great success for the store and the Club as 
well as your fellow SSFF members shared their skills with the public. Thanks and recognition 
go to Jim McAllister, Ben Dennis, and Randy Allen.  

Jim helped meet new fishers in the fly-shop who were looking for rods, reels, and fly lines. 
He discussed what they were going to fish for and where, and suggested equipment that 
would suit them best. Several new fishers left well equipped having tapped into Jim’s 
experience.  

Ben and Randy taught fly casting to new folks who knew only which end of the rod to hold. 
Wind and rain forced management to move the casting sessions indoors. Store management 
took Ben’s advice on the fly (no pun) to quickly move product racks and clear floor space, 
allowing two fishers at a time to cast. (Indoors!) With Ben and Randy’s help the new casters 
developed acceptable beginning casting loops. Students stopped looping the overhead fire 
sprinkler (yeh- six times) as they settled their loops down to cast toward Ben’s hula hoops on 
the floor.  

Jim, Ben, and Randy – thanks for representing the SSFF in helping the public! 

 

 

Education 

Wayne Dixon Sr.                         Education Chair 

Change it up! 

By 

Wayne T Dixon Sr. 

 Every fly fisher reaches that point in their fishing career when 

they start to doubt their favorite fly. Although this can seem like giving up an old 

relationship or leaving a good friend out to dry, the feeling is real and can cause some 

serious anxiety, but I want to assure you this is not always a bad thing.  

Fishing local rivers, I found that I have certain favorite flies for different tributaries, for 

instance in the Skookumchuck, I have a certain affection to the spruce fly, usually red with 

peacock herl. In the past this fly has been the “go to” fly when nothing else seems to be 

working. Lately I have been faced with the realization that my “go to” has not been 

producing the action that it has in the past. 
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Because of this awareness I was forced to try a different fly.  After fighting feelings of an 

unfaithful relationship with my spruce fly, I tied on a totally obscure fly that has been in my 

box for a long time without ever touching the river. I got to the point where I was going 

through the box and discovering how much mileage my other flies had on them. I 

subsequently picked one with zero miles on it.  

After one cast I realized that this unexciting, long forgotten fly which was a Hares Ear 

Nymph, struck gold after a long frustrating drought of no fish. A 13-inch cutthroat, although 

not a big fish, it was a fish all the same. Of course I had to determine if this was a fluke or 

the real thing, after a few more casts, another fish, and another. This continued for several 

days until the one dreaded day that the motherlode dried up. Yes, what every fly fisher 

dreads, the river stopped producing on the Nymph, alas, time to change again. 

There are different observations on how long you should stay with a fly that is not producing 

fish. Depending on the circumstances here are some different ideas on when it is a good 

time to change up you’re fly. Let’s look at the obvious first.  

If you are seeing a clear view of the fish’s refusal, then this is a no brainer, change it up! 

There isn’t much point in throwing the same fly that has been snubbed already. This is the 

time to put it away and forget about it. A lot of people talk about losing confidence in your 

fly. This is why it is important to address your local fly shop so you know what the hatch is 

and what is hitting in the local waters. This way you can approach the river with some bit of 

confidence even though your relying on a stranger’s opinion.           

I have found that most Fly shops provide an accurate assessment of what is in the river. I 

like to make at least 6-10 casts with varying retrieves before I change my fly. Before I 

change it however, I usually take a walk up and down the river and then returning to my 

original spot before changing up.  

The last point I want to make about changing up your flies is you need to focus on what area 

of the water you are fishing. In subsurface fishing this will usually mean that your tying on a 

chironomid, or nymph. Don’t be afraid to switch to a dry fly or use both as in the Hopper 

Dropper method. The change can be as simple as dropping down a size or two on the same 

fly. Some people believe you should blame the fly first, in other words if you are not getting 

any activity on the fly your using after 30 minutes then you should change it up. Also you 

want to check your tippet for knots that will diminish your presentation. Regardless of how 

often you change up flies, or how long you stick with one favorite. Remember the words of 

my father, when I was afraid to try something different out of fear of failure. “The answer 

no is what you have when you don’t try” If you’re not catching fish, change it up. If you 

aren’t confident in your presentation, change it up, if you don’t like your location, change it 

up. If your favorite fly stops producing, break all emotional ties you have with it, put it in 

your box for a rest and don’t be afraid to Change It Up!     
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A Continuing Opportunity to Support the South Sound Fly Fisher’s 

Alan Harger Fund 

By John Sabo    Fundraising Chair 

 

 

The club has received generous donations of fly fishing gear and 

equipment, with the stipulation that the items only be used to generate monetary donations 
to the club’s Alan Harger Fund.  Alan was a long- time supporter of the Club and Fly Fishing 
in the South Sound.  Al’s will established the Fund, in his name, to support the NW Youth 
Conservation and Fly Fishing Academy.  Since that time, the Club has maintained the Fund, 
which makes annual donations to the Academy. 

The club continues to welcome cash donations and donations of fly fishing gear and 
equipment that is targeted toward sustaining the Al Harger Fund.  See me at the Raffle 
Table before the meeting.  

The donated fly fishing gear will be on a table at the rear of the room at the next meeting, 
April 18th (also the day your federal income tax is due).  All funds raised will be deposited in 
the Al Harger Fund, for the benefit of the Academy. Stop by the table before the meeting or 
at the break (items will not be available after the meeting), and find just the things you 
need for this fly fishing season. 

 

Club Raffle News 

The monthly meeting raffle had a $100 “profit” for the month of March, which was placed in 
the club’s operating account.  Thank you, to all the club members who participate in the 
raffle at each meeting and all the members who donate raffle items.  Remember, we will 
continue to have interesting and useful raffle items at every meeting, so stop by before the 
meeting and get your tickets. 

 

SSFF Patches 

Official SSFF Patches are available at the Raffle Table for only $5. These can be placed on a 
cap, shirt, jacket, or fly fishing vest to show your membership in the club. 

John 
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2017 NORTHWEST YOUTH CONSERVATION AND FLY FISHING ACADEMY 

By Mike Clancy, Co-Director 

 

 

 

 

 

The deadline for the 2017 Academy is closing in – April 15, 2017 is the deadline for the Academy.  

Those that apply and are accepted, will be notified by the middle of May.  The Academy this 

year is again the last full week of June 18-24, 2017.  The Academy is held on Hicks Lake in 

Lacey, WA.  Applicants need to write an essay explaining why “they” would like to attend. 

They also will need a letter of recommendation from their school counselor, science teacher 

or responsible person.   The applicant, boy or girl, 12-16, should not be 17 at the start of the 

Academy.  Cost is $300 and there are sponsorships available.  No one will be turned away 

because of lack of money. 

The support from the fly fishing community again this year is nothing short of spectacular.  

Applications are coming from all over the State.  In the past years, we have been supported 

by over 50 volunteers each year.  We will need volunteers again this year as guides to take 

the kids fishing in the morning and evenings.  We will be fishing a local pond and the Deschutes 

Rivers in Thurston County.  The Academy has a Facebook page loaded with pictures from past 

years and our website www.nwycffa.com. You may download the application off the website 

or call Mike Clancy @ 253-278-0061 or Jim Brosio @ 360-943-9947. 

The Academy will be a life experience for these youth, they are the future of our sport of fly 
fishing.    

To demonstrate how eager young people are to learn fly fishing see the excerpt from a 
recent application below.  

 

Mike 
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http://www.nwycffa.com/


Applicant: Joseph I. age 13 

Parent: Marcia           

Olympia, WA 

 

There are many reasons why I would like to attend the Northwest Fly Fishing Academy.  It 

is a wonderful opportunity to learn very important fly-fishing skills from experts.  Also I 

want to earn a merit badge for Boy Scouts to add to my goal of becoming an Eagle Scout. 

Another reason I would like to learn more about fish conservation and wild life protection. 

I want to learn all about taking care of fishing equipment. I already know a little about fly-

casting but would like to improve line control. I also look forward to fly tying and bug 

identification. Most of all, I would like to learn how to out fish my grandfather, Dan Drake, 

who is known as ‘Papa Fish.’  

Signed              Joseph I.  (Applicant) 

 

We cannot always build the future for our youth, but we can always build our 
youth for the future.                                          Franklin D. Roosevelt 
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Treasurer’s Creel      By Dave Field 

 

2017 membership dues of $40.00 are now due.  Please mail a check to SSFF PO 

Box 2792, Olympia WA 98507 or dues can be paid at the membership table at 

all club meetings.  

The club financial report for last year and the club budget for this year are now 

audited and approved for distribution.  Copies are available for members at the 

back table at the April 18th club meeting

 

 

SSFF WEBSITE RESOURCES 

BY GENE RIVERS 

The South Sound Fly Fishers website has updates that some members may not be aware of on 

the RESOURCES link of our club website southsoundflyfishers.org.  There are numerous links 

such as Stream Flows for Washington and Oregon, Tide Tables and Charts, State Area maps, 

Fish Passage Charts, Fish Stocking Reports, and Oregon, Washington and Idaho Fish and 

Game Information including fishing regulations.  Our web master has worked hard to update 

these resources and his efforts have produced another benefit of club membership by having 

all these helpful links in one area. 

There are also links to the Washington Lakes website, Fly Anglers Online website (which has 

many fly patterns) and Angling British Columbia’s website.  Links to IFFF, PSFF and WSCFFF 

websites also contain a great deal of information and many other useful links on their sites.  

If you have time, check out our SSFF Resources area.  There is an amazing amount of useful 

information there to help you make that next fishing trip a success. 
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Club Stories from Kevin Ryan   

 

WHEN OUR CLUB WAS YOUNG 

 

 

When Dave Field asked Mel Hurd and me to contribute a few pieces to 

the Hackle about the history of the South Sound Fly Fishers, I thought 

it would be an excellent opportunity to tell some of the stories about 

club outings and fishing adventures we have enjoyed as members.  I 

wanted these stories to be interesting and mildly amusing, so I didn’t 

want the burden of having to adhere slavishly to the truth and thereby ruin a perfectly 

good yarn.  After all, what would a fish story be without a little exaggeration or a little 

creative detail from time to time. 

However, Dave has his limits on this sort of license (and the limits are not very elastic).  So, 

while we agreed that our stories were not totally without literary merit and that some of 

them possibly contained a grain or two of “truthiness”, he was insisting on some serious 

club history which is based on solid academic research.  So, here it is a stab at it, but don’t 

blame if all that happens is a miracle cure for insomnia.  Blame Dave! 

 

IN THE BEGINNING 

In 1974, after I was released from active duty with the Army, I joined the South 

Sound Fly Fishermen, as our club was then known.  I wanted to meet some 

other fly fishers and pry loose the location of some of the local hot spots.  

 At that time, Dale Sweeney, the man who lent his name to the now coveted 

Sweeney Award, was an active member of the Club.  Over the years, I got to 

know Dale well over a jar or two.  I learned from him that the club had been 

organized sometime in the 1960’s by Dale and two Olympia friends, one of 

them an architect named Stacy Bennett.  That is about all I knew about the 

specifics of the founding of the club until recently, when I was paging through 

some old issues of the Garden Hackle.  To my surprise and delight, I found the 

following entry in the February 1982 issue: 
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“It has been brought to my attention (then President, Gary Benson) that this February is 

the 13th anniversary of the South Sound Fly Fishing Club.  I was quite surprised to learn this 

when our past club secretary, George Grinstine, turned over the club records to our new 

secretary, Ed Casey.  It seems that, in years past, club secretaries actually kept minutes of 

the meetings!  I have always thought of George as being the best of secretaries, but it 

never occurred to me that any secretary would bother to put down on paper what went on 

at the club meeting.  Quite frankly, I feel better knowing that what goes on at our club 

meetings now is not being written down for all posterity to view.  Now then, from our 

historical archives, this is the record of what happened on that fateful day of February 15, 

1969: 

‘An informal meeting was opened at 0900 by chairman, Mr. Fred Thunberg, to kick off our 

fly fishing club at the fishermen’s breakfast. 

“South Sound Fly Fishing Club” was suggested as a name for the Club, a meeting to be held 

the first Saturday in each month, holding a field practice once a week at Chambers Lake to 

iron out the winter kinks in the fly line and the knotted muscles in the casting arm. 

‘Mr. Thunberg explained the different makes and weights of what constitutes a good fly rod 

and fly line, also the difference between a bamboo rod and a glass rod, and how that glass 

rod is constructed. 

‘The next meeting will be held the first Saturday in March at 0900.  All you fishermen 

please show up.” 

Frankly, I was pleased to find these details about the actual date the club was 

founded and some details of its organizational meeting.  This means that, as of 

last February, our club has been striding and stumbling along for 48 years.  

That’s not too bad for a bunch of relatively ne’er-do-well fish bums.  So, when 

2019 rolls around, if we’re still chugging along, we will be celebrating the 

golden anniversary of our founding.  We should plan something memorable for 

the occasion. 

See you on the water, 

Kevin 

 

Thank you Kevin for confirming the date of the club founding as February 15, 1969. (Ed.)  
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 Club Bulletin Board  

 

Notice to SSFF members:  This coming Saturday, April 15, TU and the South Sound 

Salmon Enhancement Group are sponsoring a “Science Day” up at McLane Creek, 

with snorkeling and other events related to conservation and enhancement of 

McLane Creek.  We hope some folks from SSFF would be interested in 

participating.    10-3pm  At Kennedy Creek Salmon Trail up off of Delphi Road. 

 

Club Dues for 2017 are due  

Annual club dues are now due.   Dues are $40.00 for members.  Dues for new members 

joining the club for the first time are $45.00.  The additional $5.00 is to cover the cost of 

your name tag.  Dues can be paid in cash or check at all club meetings.   Look for the 

membership table at the back of the meeting room.  Dues can also be sent to the club PO 

Box.  The address is:  SSFF, PO Box 2792, Olympia WA 98507.  Please make your checks 

payable to “SSFF.”   Thank You. 

While at the membership table you’ll be able verify your email address and phone number.  

Making sure your email address is correct will ensure you receive emails about the Garden 

Hackle, information about outings and other SSFFcommunications. 

 

The new supply of beautifully embroidered club logo patches has 
arrived.  John Sabo has them for sale at $5 each on the back table. 
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  More Club Bulletin Board 

 
 

Important Notice:   Coastal Cutthroat Trout Volunteers Needed 

The WDFW Coastal Cutthroat trout initiative is looking for stream volunteers to count 

redds in local streams.  Call Bill Young 360-426-8416, if you are interested in 

volunteering to help further the scientific study of these fish in the South Sound. 

 

Steelhead license plate available for purchase 

Steelhead specialty plates are available for sale and revenue generated from plate sales will 
be used by the Washington Department Fish and Wildlife to help support activities critical to 
conserving populations of native steelhead.  

The initial price of special wildlife-themed background plates ranges from $54 to $72 
depending on the vehicle, in addition to the regular license fees. More information on how 
to purchase a steelhead license plate visit the Washington Department of Licensing website 
at http://www.dol.wa.gov/vehicleregistration/specialdesign.html 

 

                      
 Please do not park in the Fire Station driveway during SSFF meetings.  If 
the parking spaces are full in front of the fire Station please use the parking 
area behind the building.  
 

 
Willy worm says thank you for keeping the emergency vehicle 
driveway cleared for our Medics and Firefighters! 
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        More Club Bulletin Board 

WSCIFFF Fly Fishing Fair May 5th and 6th 2017 in Ellensburg 

I welcome you to the 2017 Washington Fly Fishing Fair. This is our 11th annual fair and the 
result of the generous support of many talented flytiers, casters and flyfishers devoted to our 
sport and to conservation and education. This year the Fair will be on Friday and Saturday, 
May 5th and 6th. The WSCFFF board and fair committee encourage you to visit our Fair pages 
often to check on updates. Please check out: 

 
• our free seminars which will be located in the Manastash Room and the Heritage Center 
• our workshops, space in some will be limited, sign up early to reserve your spot.  This 
year we will have two tying workshops by Steve Fernandez the 2012 IFFF Buszek winner 
(the IFFF highest Fly Tying Award)  The Casting workshops will be headlined by Al Buhr, 
MCI, THCI, CBOG Emeritus and Molly Semenik, MCI, CBOG. 
• our amazingly talented fly tiers...we hope have about 100 tiers for you to see. The list will 
be updated as they sign up 
• casting demos throughout the show 
• our Casting Challenge Course at the Park, it's free. On Saturday afternoon there will be a 
competition, it's also free and there are some great prizes 
• need help with your casting at the Park....We offer private lessons with a CI. Cost is 
cheap for a one on one lesson. Sign up on-line of if space is available at the Fair. 
• our vendors and partners 

 
While we encourage everyone to have a great time, this event is our only fund raiser and our 
major source of finds to support education and conservation in the coming year.  In the past 3 
years we have donated almost $13,000 to conservation and education activities.  In addition 
there was another $4,500 in funds from the IFFF that was distributed to Conservation 
activities. We THANK everyone who has attended our Fair in the past.  Without your support 
we would not have be able to provide this support. We encourage you to attend and participate 
in our auction and raffles so we can continue this support. 

 
On Friday evening we have our awards banquet. The evening will start with a no host bar 
followed by dinner, Council awards and our live auction. Please register and join us. 

 
This event does not go off without the help of a lot of volunteers. If you are interested in 
volunteering, please contact me. On Thursday evening we hold a dinner for our volunteers and 
vendors to thank them for their support because without them this event would not be possible. 

Carl Johnson 

President WSCIFFF 
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 More Club Bulletin Board 

 

Puget Sound Fly Fishers  Fair is Coming July 29th 2017 

With only three months to go our 60th Anniversary celebration Fly Fishing Fair is shaping up 

to be a great event. We have 13 presentations scheduled including techniques for catching 

tiger muskie presented by Mike Sturza, topwater tactics with Leland Miyawaki, open water 

cutthroat skills by Bob Triggs, introduction to fly fishing with Rueben Lamphere, fly fishing 

photography brought to you by Carol Ann Morris, BC steelhead with April Vokey, panfishing 

for everyone with WDFW’s Bruce Bolding, tuna on the fly with Anil Srivistava, stillwater 

tactics with Skip Morris, smallmouth fly fishing featuring David Paul Wiliams, new and 

exciting information about Coastal Cutthroat Trout thanks to WDFW’s James Losee, and 

kayak fishing in Puget Sound with Justin Waters.   

Topics are designed to cover all interest and skill levels from fresh brand-new beginner to 

the seasoned angler. One of the most rewarding elements of fly fishing is that you can 

always add to your skill set and you reset your game. Ask yourself if there is a species you 

haven’t chased, a technique you need help with, a style of fly fishing you haven’t tried yet. 

Be sure to save July 29, 2017 on your calendar to attend our celebratory event.  

As the host club we also will be recruiting members to help on the day of the event. We will 

need room hosts to introduce guest speakers, people to staff the Silent Auction tables, fly 

tyers, casting instructors, personal watercraft owner/operators to share their craft with fair 

goers, folks to assist with sales of used books, and members to participate in the Swap Meet 

buy/sell/trade activity. Expect to see sign-up sheets circulating at the May and June 

meetings so help PSFF out by volunteering your time and talents.  

And speaking of the Silent Auction, Mike Saville is spearheading this activity and needs your 
help in providing auction items for the fair goers. It can be fly fishing related or general 
interest since not all attendees will be fly fishers. Items could be spa services, Bed & 
Breakfast stays, group meals at a nice restaurant, one day trips, hosted boat rides for a 
small party, unique products and services. I know many of you have been in a wide range of 
careers and industries so think back to your work and social contacts and ask for one 
contribution. Let’s make this auction a winner. Let Mike Saville know what you have to 
offer; msaville2011@hotmail.com , (253)2507507 
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SOAP BOX (Continues) 

Selected Performance Level Budget Requests Associated with Agency Request Legislation 

Budget Item House Chair Senate Floor Description 

Maintain Fishing 

Opportunities 

$12.4M Total 

 

$7.2M WL-S 

Recreational 

$3.8M WL-S 

Commercial 

$1.4M GF-S  Tribal 

Not funded, but 

Senate provides $5 

million GF-S one-

time to address 

budget shortfall and 

directs WDFW 

develop a plan to 

address the budget 

shortfall on a long-

term basis within 

available resources 

House budget relies on passage of 

recreational and commercial agency 

request revenue legislation same as 

Governor’s budget.  House proposal 

also fully funds tribal portion of the 

request with state general fund 

support. 

 

Senate proposal does not assume 

passage of any of the agency 

request revenue legislation.  The 

proposal includes a one-time 

appropriation of $5M to meet 

budget challenges.   

Increase Fishing 

Opportunities 

$10.4M Total 

 

$7.8M WL-S 

Recreational 

$1.6M WL-S 

Commercial 

$0.9M GF-S Tribal 

Not funded, but 

Senate provides $5 

million GF-S one-

time to address 

budget shortfall and 

directs WDFW 

develop a plan to 

address the budget 

shortfall on a long-

term basis within 

available resources 

House budget relies on passage of 

agency request recreational and 

commercial revenue legislation 

same as Governor’s budget.  House 

proposal also fully funds tribal 

portion of the request with state 

general fund support. 

 

Senate proposal does not assume 

passage of any of the agency 

request revenue legislation.  The 

proposal includes a one-time 

appropriation of $5M to meet 

budget challenges.   

Improve the Hunting 

Experience 

$5.4M Not funded, but 

Senate provides $5 

million GF-S one-

time to address 

budget shortfall 

directs WDFW 

House budget assumes passage of 

recreational fee legislation at level 

requested by WDFW, and all 

components of the decision 

package are funded. 



develop a plan to 

address the budget 

shortfall on a long-

term basis within 

available resources 

 

Senate proposal does not assume 

passage of any of the agency 

request revenue legislation.  The 

proposal includes a one-time 

appropriation of $5M to meet 

budget challenges.   

Habitat Conservation 

Priorities 

$2.0M Total 

 

$1.2M WL-S 

$0.8M RFEG Account 

No funding 

assumed. 

House budget funds the following: 

•         Steelhead background 

license plate 

•         Habitat biologists to 

support land use decisions 

•         RFEG Capacity 

Not Funded in House Proposal: 

•         PS Steelhead mortality 

study 

Improve HPA 

Outcomes 

$2.3M Total 

 

$1.3M New HPA Fees 

$1.0M GF-S 

No funding 

assumed.   

The Senate proposal does not 

include funding for legislation that 

has not passed the Senate 

floor.  None of WDFW’s agency 

request legislation meets this test. 

Aquatic Invasive 

Species 

$1.3M Total 

 

$0.6M GF-F 

$1.6M New AIS 

Permit Fees 

 

 

 

No funding 

assumed. 

House proposal assumes new 

permit fees but does not include 

transfer of Public Utility Tax (PUT) 

from GF-S to AIS Account.  Without 

PUT transfer federal WRDDA 

funding will be more difficult to 

obtain. 

The Senate proposal does not 

include funding for legislation that 

has not passed the Senate floor. 
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South Sound Fly Fishers 

OFFICERS, DIRECTORS, CHAIRS & Meeting Information 

President: Gene Rivers  acu4pets@hotmail.com 

Vice President: Randy Allen  randyandcarol2@gmail.com 

Past President: Don Freeman donfreeman74@gmail.com 

Secretary:  Wayne Dixon Sr.  wkdixon@gmail.com 

Treasurer:  David Field    d_w_field@hotmail.com 

Director at Large:  Ben Dennis  flyrodranch@comcast.net 

Conservation:  Don Freeman donfreeman74@gmail.com 

Education:  Wayne Dixon Sr. wkdixon@gmail.com 

Fundraising:  John Sabo  chrisonquince@comcast.net 

Membership:  Vacant  (Randy Edwards Acting) 

Outings:  Jim McAllister Jimspackmule@msn.com 

Programs: Don Freeman donfreeman74@gmail.com 

Webmaster Contact: d_w_field@hotmail.com 

The Garden Hackle Newsletter:  Dave Field   d_w_field@hotmail.com 

WEB SITE: www.southsoundflyfishers.org 

US Mail Address:  SSFF,  PO BOX 2792, Olympia, WA 98507 

Club Meetings are held the third Tuesday of every month except December.  Doors open at 

5:30PM with the meeting starting at 7:00pm.  Board meetings are held on the first Tuesday of 

every month starting at 6:00 pm. All regularly scheduled meetings are held at the North Olympia 

Fire Station, 5046 Boston Harbor Road NE, Olympia WA. USA. 
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