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The Leaders Line           By President Gene Rivers 

 

 

 

Greetings to All SSFF Members, 

The early February snow is gone.  The rain has followed and all 

the rivers are out of shape right now.  Searun cutthroat and 

resident Coho fishing has been good recently for those willing to brave the weather.  Munn Lake 

has also been producing some nice fish, although fishing pressure has also been light lately due to 

weather.  The days are getting longer however and the weather should slowly warm up.  As the 

days lengthen and the weather improves the fishing will also get better.  So, it’s time to think 

about those late winter, early spring places we like to fish.  Soon it will be time to use those flies 

we tied over the winter.  You did tie flies this winter, right? 

February’s Program for SSFF will deal with equipment that you can’t live without.  The right 

amount of fishing equipment is always at least one more item than one currently owns, right?  See 

Program Chair Don Freeman’s article for details about the February speaker and topic. 

Page 1   

 President Gene discusses special 

events SSFF is planning on March 

25th   

                                         

         

   

 Page 2 
  
 February 21st Club program  focuses 
on how to plan fishing trips.         
    
    
 
 

 

Page 4    

Outing  report and upcoming club 
event. announcement. 

             

                   
                              
                             

 

                                                   Page 8 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=ifff+logo&id=4793241D68EF97DFB0C571F89FEEAE539D8C0551&FORM=IQFRBA


The Outings Co-Chairs Jim McAllister and Randy Allen have a club activity planned for Saturday 

March 25, 2017 at the North Olympia Fire Station, where we have our monthly meeting. Our plans 

were initially to have a fly tying swap and potluck.  I asked the committee to add casting activities.  

Ben Dennis and Randy Allen are in charge of the casting program.  There will be lots of people to 

help those who want to work on their casting.  Our club Secretary Wayne Dixon is also having two 

sessions of Entomology for Fly Fishers at this event.  Plus there will be plenty of time to just talk 

about fly fishing with other club members.  So there is something for everyone.  Plan to attend.  

This is a free event and there is detailed information elsewhere in this months Garden Hackle.  We 

will also remind members about it at our February and March meetings. 

The Board of Directors is also planning other fishing activities including more outings, another fly 

tying class, joint outings with other organizations and many more ideas.  Feel free to mention to 

your Board members if you have any suggestions for club activities.  Also Jim McAllister would be 

the person to talk with if you have an outing to suggest. 

I hope to see you at the meeting.  Consider bringing a guest. 

Tight lines, 

Gene 
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February 21st Meeting       Don Freeman   Program chair 

 

SSFF Presents 

 Anil Srivastava 

“The Budget Bucket List” 

The Budget Bucket List.  Anil Srivastava of Puget Sound Fly 

Company will give us direction in planning your ideal travel 

fishing adventures without breaking the bank.  Anil has been 

doing this since he was in college, when he began putting 

together do it yourself expeditions all over the planet.  Since a 

good part of his business now revolves around this service, he 

can show us how to match your interests, abilities and equipment to your bankroll.  

You’ll learn to plan and choose locations and activities for maximum enjoyment and 

best chance for success.   Find out how to decide when to go on your own and how to 

choose reliable outfitters and locations, what to bring and what to avoid.  I’ve to the 

Bahamas, Mexico, Christmas Island, Florida and Louisiana with Anil, and have trips 

planned to Belize, Greenland and Alaska so I believe I know what he’s talking about. 
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Outing Report on December event      By Jim McAllister, Outings Chair 

The club outing on December 3 was at Munn Lake.  This was an opportunity to 

learn how to fish this body of water for those members that had not yet 

uncovered the mysteries of this lake.  Many fish were caught and released with 

some bruisers running well over three pounds.  

 

Upcoming events                                        

As mentioned last month, we’re experiencing an unusually cold and wet 
winter.  So as an alternative to get folks together I am working with Randy 
Allen, Wayne Dixon and Ben Dennis to have a pot-luck, fly tie/swap, 
entomology and casting session Saturday March 25th. Here are the details: 

SSFF Potluck, Fly Tying/Swap, Entomology and Casting Session 

We’ll be at the Fire Station in our regular meeting room and on the lawn 
behind the building.  There will be stations around the room for Fly Tying 
and Entomology sessions.   

Entomology session times: 9-10:30  &  11-12:30 

Sign up for either class sessions today! Send email to Wayne Dixon for 

Entomology at wkdixon@gmail.com 

     Know Your Bugs – 101   A lesson in entomology designed for the Fly 

Fisher; not the Biologist!  After this lesson you will be able 

to:  

 Properly collect bugs in the water that trout are likely 
eating 

  Identify any insect on the river based on it’s order and stage 

 Select a similar fly in your box that’s suited for the presentation you wish to make 
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 Catch more i  

Casting sessions will be on the back lawn and the time is flexible, 
no need to sign up for these sessions. 

The pot-luck will be about 12:30. Bring a hot dish, salad or dessert 
to share plus a soft drink and your own table service. 

You’ve never tied a fly? We will have some extra gear to help you try simple 
tying techniques, and maybe leave with your first tied fly. You don’t need to 
buy any equipment until later after you’ve decided to start this aspect of the 
sport. 

 We’ll help give you that first-hand experience with no commitment to 
purchase gear. (This event does not replace a formal structured tying class, 
which the Club is hoping to have later in the year). 

 

 

We’ll have more for you on this at the upcoming February and March meetings.  

Tight lines & thread,  Jim, Randy, Wayne and Ben    
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THE SOAPBOX 

Report from…Conservation and Political chair   Don Freeman 

 

Greetings fellow South Sound Fly Fishers, 

The state legislature and the national congress are both in session at present (no reference 

to a Senator from Alabama) and hidden amongst the furor under confirmations and school 

funding are several bills that affect us as outdoor enthusiasts.  We can’t allow these issues 

to slip under the radar, so I will bring attention to a few that you may already be aware of 

and provide web addresses that you can use to comment to your representatives or sign 

petitions, whatever your opinion.  In some cases, the Board of Directors may also use a 

common voice for comment, but will not presume to speak for the entire membership 

without general approval. 

 

 Federal issues first.  Of primary concern is the current discussion of HR 621: DISPOSAL 

OF EXCESS PUBLIC LANDS ACT.   This is sponsored by Jason Caffetz of Utah and 

proposes to turn millions of acres of public land over to state control.  This would 

expose these lands for sale to commercial and private interests.  States lack the funds 

to protect these vast areas from fire, pest control and enforcement of conservation 

regulations.  Not only would this law expose the land to exploitation and 

environmental abuse, but potentially lock the public out of the very resources we 

currently enjoy for fishing, hunting, camping and general recreational access.  You 

can learn more and sign a petition to oppose this legislation by visiting: 

http://sportsmensaccess.org/ 

 

 In fact, you might want to take a quick look at the congressman’s website, he’s also 

trying to subvert the EPA, redefine law enforcement of local lands and terminate the 

Department of Education.  https://chaffetz.house.gov/ 

 

 Don’t want to dilute the attention to these bills, but: 

Do your own research and make up your own minds, but here are some actions being 

taken by the 115th Congress that impact public land access, protection, the 

environment, and enforcement against corporate malfeasance for pollution: 

 

HJ Res 44 (Eliminate public input for how public lands should be managed) 

HJ Res 45 

HJ Res 46 (Drilling in our national parks without regulation?!!!) 

HJ Res 47 

HJ Res 55            Page 6 
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HJ Res 56 

HJ Res 59 

 

 Northwest issues next.  The state of Oregon, has reneged on the bi-state agreement 

to limit gillnetting on the mainstream Columbia River.  Gillnetting negates the efforts 

to protect the wild runs of anadromous fish through mark selective fishing.  Millions 

are spent annually to mark hatchery fish so that wild fish can be released to spawn 

upriver. This effort is wasted through non-selective harvest and is funded through 

your electric bill regardless of your interest in salmon recovery. Under the agreement 

both Washington and Oregon agreed to limit non-tribal gill netting to side channels 

which substantially increases the escapement of wild fish.  Copy and paste the 

following web address into your browser and it will take you to the CCA website. From 

there you can research the issue and comment to your legislator.  

https://www.votervoice.net/CCAPNW/Campaigns/48152/Respond 

 

 I have copied a portion of a current CCA action letter which describes an issue that 

will affect your pocketbook directly.  I plan to attend the meeting to support my 

position on these matters and will report what I learn:  

 

                                           WDFW Fee Increase 

Governor Inslee’s budget request for WDFW proposes large license fee increases for 

recreational anglers, as well as a 10 percent fee hike for hunters, to address budget 

shortfalls and avoid program reductions.  The recreational fishing fee increase would 

generate an additional $15.1 million in annual revenue for WDFW, while hunters would pay 

an additional $3.1 million.  A fee increase on the commercial fishing industry, which includes 

recreational guides, would generate less than $700,000 in new annual revenue. 

If adopted, most of the burden would fall on salmon and steelhead anglers.  For a Columbia 

River salmon and steelhead angler license fees would increase by 70%.  A Puget Sound 

salmon angler would pay nearly 50% more.  Sadly, there are other inequities in this proposal.  

For example, the cost for a resident to fish for salmon (saltwater) with a one-day license 

would increase from $11.35 to $24.50 (116% increase), while the license cost for a resident 

and non-resident for a day of salmon fishing on a charter boat would increase from $8.50 to 

just $11.00 (29% increase). 

Well, that’s probably (almost) enough.  Ben Dennis made the board aware of an 

informational film by actor Leonardo DeCaprio to be screened in Olympia on March 12th at 

the Koval Center, 600 Sleater Kinney Rd NE from 1-4 pm.  This is a “forum on climate change 

and action.”  The donation is $5. 

Visit   http://www.sierraclub.org/washington/south-sound-group for more detail. 

Page 7 

https://www.votervoice.net/CCAPNW/Campaigns/48152/Respond
http://wdfw.wa.gov/wildfuture/proposals/06dec16_wild_future_factsheets_fishing_license_fee_proposal.pdf
http://wdfw.wa.gov/wildfuture/proposals/06dec2016_wild_future_factsheets_hunting_license_proposals.pdf
http://www.sierraclub.org/washington/south-sound-group


As always I have selected issues that I believe the club will be interested in, will be affected 

by and which are current.  Please let me know of any other topics of interest, and give me 

feedback if I lose my impartiality in this column.  I do try to keep my opinions to myself, but 

let me know when I slip. 

Don 

Conservation and Political Chair SSFF 

Advisor, WDFW Puget Sound Recreational Enhancement Fund Oversight Committee 

  

 

Meet Club Secretary Wayne Dixon 

I grew up in Niagara Falls, New York where I spent the majority of my young 

fishing years hiking along the shores of the Niagara River below the falls in 

search of rainbows. Although I fished in multiple bodies of water, Lakes Erie 

and Ontario, the Finger Lakes, the mighty Niagara, but it was the small rivers 

in the southern tier of Western New York in which I found my favorite places 

of solitude to fish. My Mother was my greatest influence for fishing. She loved the outdoors and fishing 

and often talked about fishing out in Washington with her brother “Duke”.   

My Uncle Duke lived in Spokane, and when work 

slowed down to a drip in Western New York I had 

an opportunity to move out west and experience the 

outdoors that I have witnessed only through “ Field 

and Stream.” The trip out west was one of my most 

memorable experience’s.  I remember 1992 like it 

was yesterday. Traveling through the Rockies and 

feeling like the sky touched the ground was what I 

imagined heaven might look like. The rivers 

seemed to flow forever winding through the lush 

countryside I felt I was home.  

 

I lived in Loon Lake from 1992-1996 and loved taking the boat out at night fishing for silvers by lantern 

light with friends. I was enlisted in the Washington Air National Guard at the time and belonged to the 

242 Communications Combat Squadron which provided many opportunities to deploy all over the 

world. Feeling like I was ready to settle down a bit and applied for a position with a permanent duty 

over on the other side of the mountains in Tacoma at the Western Air Defense Sector.    
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As a Network administrator for the Washington Air 

National Guard and a youth and High school 

football coach, I didn’t get a lot of opportunity to 

fish or do any other outdoor activity. I was pretty 

busy and especially after 911 my workload tripled. 

Prior to that fateful day we were tasked with 

monitoring incoming aircraft entering US air space. 

After 911 we were suddenly tasked to monitor all 

aircraft west of the Mississippi. This also put a 

damper on any bow hunting which is another one of 

my favorite outdoor activities, and I always have my 

fly rod packed along with my hunting gear. 

The way I started fly fishing is kind of a funny story.  

I married a Montana girl and of course she came 

with a fly rod. The fly rod spent most of our 

marriage in the garage collecting dust with the rest 

of my outdoor equipment. Every time I walked by it 

I would always think that “someday I am going to 

learn how to cast that thing”.  Well that time came somewhere around 2010 when I started gearing back 

for my retirement from the Guard.  

After I retired I suddenly found myself with a lot more opportunity to fish and hunt. One day we were 

packing up to go to the ocean and I thought I would fish the Humptulips. As I walked by my wife’s fly 

rod I picked it up and threw it in the truck. I didn’t want to ask my wife to teach me, so I researched 

videos on line and took the pole out with whatever flies she had in her case. I didn’t know what I was 

tying on but now I can confidently tell you it was a spruce fly. After a few hundred cast attempts I 

started getting a pattern that felt and looked good. Suddenly, a fish hit the fly and I felt the tug through 

my arm and directly through my body. This was unlike any other fish I caught. I knew from that point I 

was hooked on Fly Fishing. My favorite place to fish is the rivers in Montana and Yellowstone with my 

wife and three boys and their families. 

I retired, finished my degree in Psychology and went on to my second career which I love. I work in 

Tenino as a coalition coordinator promoting healthy choices in the Tenino School District among 

students and parents. It is my passion in life to help those that are struggling with choices and life in 

general. This is why I joined South Sound Fly Fishers.  

At the first meeting I attended there was a guest speaker presenting on Casting for a Cure, which told me 

that I was with the right group of individuals. I was so moved that I volunteered for a position on the board 

and proudly serve as the club’s Secretary. I look forward to learning from all the experienced fly fisherman 

in our club and the opportunity to serve those in need.         

See you on the water,        

Wayne       Page 9 
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Opportunity to Support the South Sound Fly Fishers 

Alan Harger Fund 

 

Photo Credit: Howard Nanto 

 By John Sabo      Fundraising Chair 

The club has received some generous donations of fly fishing gear and 
equipment, with the stipulation that the items only be used to generate 
monetary donations to the club’s Alan Harger Fund.  Alan was a long- time 
supporter of the Club and Fly Fishing in the South Sound.  Al’s will established 
the Fund, in his name, to support the NW Youth Conservation and Fly Fishing 
Academy.  Since that time, the Club has maintained the Fund, which makes 
annual donations to the Academy.  

The donated fly fishing gear will be on a table at the rear of the room at the 
next meeting, February 21st. All funds raised will be deposited in the Al Harger 
Fund, for the benefit of the Academy. Stop by the table before the meeting or 
at the break, and find just the items you need for the next fly fishing season. 

 

John 
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2017 NORTHWEST YOUTH CONSERVATION AND FLY FISHING ACADEMY 

By Mike Clancy, Co-Director 

 

 

 

There is no better opportunity for our girls and boys, 12-16, to learn 
the sport of fly fishing and the merits of conservation.  The last full 
week of June 18-24, 2017. The Academy will be held again at The 
Gwinwood Conference Center on Hicks Lake in Lacey, WA.  The 

applicant must write an essay explaining why they would like to attend the Academy and a 
letter of recommendation is requested from their science teacher, school counselor or 
responsible person.  Deadline for applications is April 15, 2017.  Financial Aid is available. 

Jim Brosio is lining up the Academy instructors and we are very pleased to learn, most of the 
instructors from our 2016 event will be returning.  We are very fortunate to have the most 
amazing, talented instructors in conservation, fly tying and casting, from our Pacific NW fly 
fishing clubs and organizations.  

Applications may be downloaded from our website – www.nwycffa.com or you may contact 
Jim Brosio @ brosioj@q.com, Mike Clancy @ mtclancy39@comcast.net or Tom VanGelder @ 
TVG@comcast.net    Our website is: www.nwycffa.com.  We also have a Facebook page 
displaying pictures from past events. 

      Mike 

 

 

 

THE YOUTH OF TODAY ARE THE GUARDIANS OF THE FUTURE FOR OUR SPORT OF FLY FISHING 
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Treasurer’ Creel      By Dave Field 

 

The 2016 audited financial report and the 2017 budget is now approved. John 

Sabo and Gene Rivers reviewed the club books after the February board 

meeting and the books passed the inspection.  Copies of the reports and budget 

will be available at the membership table. 

2017 membership dues are now due and can be paid at the membership table. 

 

SSFF WEBSITE RESOURCES 

BY GENE RIVERS 

The South Sound Fly Fishers website has updates that some members may not 

be aware of on the RESOURCES link of our club website 

southsoundflyfishers.org.  There are numerous links such as Stream Flows for 

Washington and Oregon, Tide Tables and Charts, State Area maps, Fish Passage 

Charts, Fish Stocking Reports, and Oregon, Washington and Idaho Fish and 

Game Information including fishing regulations.  Our web master has worked 

hard to update these resources and his efforts have produced another benefit 

of club membership by having all these helpful links in one area. 

There are also links to the Washington Lakes website, Fly Anglers Online 

website (which has many fly patterns) and Angling British Columbia’s website.  

Links to IFFF, PSFF and WSCFFF websites also contain a great deal of 

information and many other useful links on their sites.  If you have time, check 

out our SSFF Resources area.  There is an amazing amount of useful information 

there to help you make that next fishing trip a success. 
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 Club Bulletin Board  

   

NOTICE TO SOUTH SOUND FLY FISHERS FLY TIERS 

You are invited to come to the fire hall as early as 5:30pm 

and tie flies on club meeting nights.  Fly tying tables will be 

set-up against the south wall of the meeting room (under 

the windows) where electrical power is available.  Fly tiers 

are welcome to bring their tools and equipment and are 

encouraged to share their skills, knowledge and talents with 

other club members prior to the club meeting.   

Several club members are virtually professional level fly 

tiers, many others have taken classes sponsored by SSFF.  All are happy to talk 

about flies and demonstrate their skills at the tying bench. Come early and 

watch some of these wizards in action and of course it is always fun to discuss 

the most effective way to fish a fly from their arsenal. 

 

Club Dues for 2017 are due  

As of January 1, 2017, annual dues are now due.   Dues are $40.00 for current 

and former members.  Dues for new members joining the club are $45.00.  The 

additional $5.00 is to cover the cost of your name tag.  Dues can be paid in 

cash or check at club meetings.   Look for the membership table in the meeting 

room.  Dues can also be sent to the club PO Box.  The address is:  SSFF, PO Box 

2792, Olympia WA 98507.  Please make your dues checks payable to “SSFF.”    

At the time you pay your dues you’ll be able verify your email and phone 

numbers.  This verification will ensure the you receive emails about the Garden 

Hackle newsletter, information about outings and other official SSFF business.  
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  More Club Bulletin Board 

 The club has now sold out of TFO rods fly rods that were offered for sale at 
the back table.  Thank you to those members who purchased a rod. 
 

The new supply of beautifully embroidered club logo patches has 
arrived.  John Sabo has them for sale at $5 each at the back table. 
 
Coastal Cutthroat Trout Volunteers Needed 

The WDFW Coastal Cutthroat trout initiative is looking for stream volunteers to count 

Redds in South Sound streams.  Call Bill Young 360-426-8416, if you are interested in 

volunteering to help further the scientific study of these fish in the South Sound. 

 

Steelhead license plate available for purchase 

Steelhead specialty plates are available for sale and revenue generated from plate sales will 
be used by the Washington Department Fish and Wildlife to help support activities critical to 
conserving populations of native steelhead..  

The initial price of special wildlife-themed background plates ranges from $54 to $72 
depending on the vehicle, in addition to the regular license fees. More information on how 
to purchase a steelhead license plate is available on the Washington Department of Licensing 
website at http://www.dol.wa.gov/vehicleregistration/specialdesign.html 

 

Remember--Please do not park in the Fire Station driveway during SSFF 
meetings.  If the parking spaces are full in front of the fire 
Station please use the parking area behind the building.  
Willy worm says thank you supporting our firefighters! 
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South Sound Fly Fishers 

OFFICERS, DIRECTORS, CHAIRS & Meeting Information 

President: Gene Rivers  acu4pets@hotmail.com 

Vice President: Randy Allen  randyandcarol@gmail.com 

Past President: Don Freeman donfreeman74@gmail.com 

Secretary:  Wayne Dixon Sr.  wkdixon@gmail.com 

Treasurer:  David Field    d_w_field@hotmail.com 

Director at Large:  Ben Dennis  flyrodranch@comcast.net 

Conservation:  Don Freeman donfreeman74@gmail.com 

Education:  Wayne Dixon Sr. wkdixon@gmail.com 

Fundraising:  John Sabo  chrisonquince@comcast.net 

Membership:  Vacant 

Outings:  Jim McAllister Jimspackmule@msn.com 

Programs: Don Freeman donfreeman74@gmail.com 

Webmaster Contact: d_w_field@hotmail.com 

The Garden Hackle Newsletter:  Dave Field   d_w_field@hotmail.com 

WEB SITE: www.southsoundflyfishers.org 

US Mail Address:  SSFF,  PO BOX 2792, Olympia, WA 98507 

Club Meetings are held the third Tuesday of every month except December.  Doors open at 

5:30PM for fly tying, with meeting starting at 7:00pm.  Board meetings are held on the first 

Tuesday of every month starting at 6:00 pm. All regularly scheduled meetings are held at the 

North Olympia Fire Station, 5046 Boston Harbor Road NE, Olympia WA. USA. 
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