
               

SOUTH SOUND FLY FISHERS 

 THE GARDEN HACKLE 

Volume 17 Issue 1                                                  January 2017  

 

 

 

 

The Leaders Line       By President Gene Rivers 

January,  2017 

 

 

Happy 2017 to All SSFF Members, 

We are starting another year for SSFF.  Although there is not a 

General Membership meeting in December your Board of Directors meets in 

December and we have also already had our January 2017 meeting.  A great deal of 

time is spent at Board meetings planning activities and events to make your SSFF 

membership both valuable and enjoyable.  2017 is no exception as we have 

negotiated an agreement with WDFW to improve the quality and consistency of the 

Munn lake plantings. There are plans for outings, education events, conservation 

support, fly tying activities, casting games and instruction and much, much more as 

they say. 

Fly tiers have been invited to show up a little bit early at monthly meetings, as you 

will see in the notice in this month’s Hackle.  They will be tying flies and sharing fly 

tying and fishing information.  All members and guests are welcome to participate in 

this activity and to come early if they want. 

Page 1   President Gene welcomes 

Club members to 2017 and all the 

club activities being planned for a 

great year.    
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 January 17th program features 
WDFW biologists James Losee 
talking about Sea Run study results 
and also Munn Lake.             
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Page 4   The club’s position on 
environmental protection and 
conservation of our fish and water 
resources is being put to the test. 
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Your board of Directors would like to have our membership grow.  We spend a lot of 

time discussing ideas about how to accomplish this.  If the population of Thurston 

County doubles, our membership will likely grow as a result.  Since that is unlikely to 

happen in the near future one thing individual members can do is to invite a fishing 

friend to any of our meetings or events.  Young people are especially encouraged to 

attend.  Think about inviting a guest to one of our events or meetings. 

Lastly, I would like to thank the club for electing me to be your 2017 President.  

Although I don’t take my self too seriously, I do take the responsibility of being SSFF 

President seriously. 

Nowadays people often say to one another, “Have a Good Day.”  I don’t think we 

“have” any kind of day.  We make our day, or our week or our year.  Lets make 2017 

a Great year for SSFF. 

Tight lines, 

Gene 

 

 

SSFF Program at January Club Meeting                 By Don Freeman, Program chair 

James Losee will speak on South Sound Coastal Cutthroat 

  

Our program this month will feature our old friend, James Losee, our 

local WDFW Area Biologist.  James, along with his staff and volunteers 

will give us an update on Coastal Cutthroat Coalition research and 

describe volunteer opportunities.  See more about the Cutthroat 

Coalition on the SSFF website. They will give us an update on Munn 

Lake, including results of the warm water species surveys they have 

conducted.  Our club has been a major supporter of coastal cutthroat research 

through funding and volunteer effort for many years.  This will be a fascinating 

program that you’ll want to hear. 

Don 
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 On the water   By Jim McAlister, Outings Chair  

Outing Report on December’s outing  

The club outing on December 3 was at Munn Lake.  This was an opportunity to 

learn how to fish this body of water for those members that had not yet had a 

chance to fish this lake.  Many fish were caught and released with some 

bruisers running well over three-four pounds.   

 

 

 

Outings in 2017  

I hope you all enjoyed your holidays and that Santa brought you all the gear 
you hoped for. Now you need some outings to put the gear to use! 

 We’re experiencing an unusually cold and wet winter season. (…as if you 
needed me to tell you…) That makes this January – February even more “iffy” 
for planning outings much further than spontaneous pop-up outings. 

 As of now I’m planning to restart fishing outings in the longer and warmer days 
we’ll enjoy in March. On the bright side…when we have continued stream-flows 
next summer, you’ll thank the recent winter for the snowmelt!  

Meanwhile as an alternative to get folks together I am considering having an 
event that was successful in the past, a Pot-luck Fly Tie and Swap. I’ll talk 
more about this at January’s club meeting. 

Tight lines and thread, 

Jim 
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Report from…Conservation and Political   chair Don Freeman 

 

Greetings fellow South Sound FF’ers, 

With this column, I begin to reprise my favorite role as Conservation and Political chair for 

our club.   I describe the position under both labels, because we can’t really talk about one 

without the other.  The present usage and the future fate of fish, our totem animal, hinges 

on decisions made by local, state, federal and tribal governments.  The fiasco of last year’s 

salmon allocation with so many closures, failed negotiations between Washington’s co-

management parties, commercial harvest in areas closed to even C&R recreational fishing 

and the uncertainty of this year’s prospects, provides a painful lesson that we have to be 

more involved with these issues whether we want to or not. 

Each month, I will try to keep the membership informed of current issues and challenges and 

offer a path to participate in the decision making processes.  In the newsletter, I will 

forward information I think affects our interests, and offer ways to participate, both as 

individuals and as a group.  Included in this article is a link to an issue that you may or may 

not choose to comment on.  In the following general club meeting, I can also take a quick 

voice vote to decide if the club wants to take a position as a whole.  I hope that this won’t 

be a one way street.   Please keep me informed of what interests you.  If you have a 

question or suggestion contact me at donfreeman74@gmail.com, and I will do some research 

and report back to the club. 

For openers, I am posting a recent notice from WDFW which solicits input regarding salmon 

restoration efforts in the Columbia.  You can read the message and choose to comment or 

not, but be prepared to let me know if this is a service you are interested in.  Future reports 

are (for now) license fee increases, smart phone access to WDFW website offering: online 

license purchases, maps and regulations plus emergency closure postings, and more.   

Thank you for putting your trust in me to act as your representative for this important work. 

Don 

Conservation and Political Chair SSFF 

Advisor, WDFW Puget Sound Recreational Enhancement Fund Oversight Committee 

 

Note: see the report in the last section of the Garden Hackle on Columbia River Salmon 

restoration efforts and also a press release on the Steelhead license plates.  
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A little about President Gene 

New club leaders are always asked to provide a Bio for the Garden hackle and it is my turn.  

So here goes… 

I was born in Tacoma.  My first introduction to fishing was when I was about 7 years old and 

my older brothers took me fishing.  We fished a lot of the local lakes, especially  Thurston 

County’s Long Lake, Clear Lake, Harts Lake and Pattison Lake.  None of our family were fly 

fishers.  One brother became very adept at bass fishing.  He would have me row slowly along 

the shorelines as he would cast into the docks, logs and hideouts that bass love.  I would 

catch perch, bluegills, crappie and an occasional trout with various baits and lures.  Once I 

caught a one pound crappie doing this and I thought I was the worlds most knowledgeable 

fisherman.  A week later I got skunked and realized I wasn’t. 

One memory from my youth was a day on Long Lake when an older gentleman had two 

beautiful rainbow trout in a live well that he had caught.  They were probably 14 to 16 

inches and nice fat fish.  I asked the fellow what he caught them on and he replied, “A Pink 

Lady”.  I had no idea what that was.  He showed me these beautiful flies and some of his fly 

gear.  That’s when I first thought, “I want to learn how to fly fish.” 

The opportunity to learn anything about how to fly fish didn’t happen because I didn’t know 

any fly fishers and there were no local fly clubs.  There was no resource for young people 

like the Northwest Youth Conservation and Fly Fishing Academy that Mike Clancy and Jim 

Brosio and many others club members contribute time and money to. This makes me realize 

how important the Academy is and how important it is for our members to support and 

perpetuate this resource. 

Time flew by and I continued to fish lakes and some of the local streams such as the Mashell.  

I found much larger trout in lakes than I did in the local streams for the most part, so I 

became primarily a lake fisherman that pursued trout.  I never became the bass fisherman 

that my brother was. I loved to fish the local lakes.  

About a year after I graduated from college a classmate that had become my fishing buddy 

asked me if I wanted to go fly fishing.  His boss was Lyle Catt, a founding member of the 

Puget Sound Fly Fishers. Lyle built rods and tied flies and was a very skilled craftsman. We 

each bought six Mickey Finns from Lyle and decided to go fishing for Sea Run Cutthroat. A 

friend had a beach place on Case Inlet so we had beach access to some private waters where 

the locals were catching Sea Runs.The problem was that neither of us knew how to cast.Soon 

I had broken the hook shank on five of my six flies.  I was hitting the beach on my back cast. 
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I decided to go out in my boat and troll with my remaining Mickey Finn.  It wasn’t very long 

before a salmon, I presume a silver, grabbed my fly, jumped shook his head and broke my 4 

lb leader.  The fish was probably 6 to 8 lbs.  My last fly was gone but my desire to earn more 

about fly fishing was stronger than ever.        

Lyle Catt was also President of the recently formed Puget Sound Fly Fishers.  My college 

chum and I both joined PSFF.  That started a journey where I learned to fly fish.  I learned 

to tie flies.  I still remember catching my first fish on a fly I had tied.  It was probably the 

ugliest fly in the world.  The thing with flies is that the final judge is the fish, of course.  I 

maintained membership to PSFF and eventually became President.  I was also an active 

member of the Alpine Fly Fishers.  Between the outings of PSFF and the Alpine Fly Fishers I 

made many trips to the Oregon Deschutes for their red sides.  I also enjoyed fishing Crane 

Prairie Reservoir for the huge Crane Bows, an awesome fish.  We also fished the Green 

River, which is a tributary of the Toutle for Steelhead, until Mt. St. Helens erupted and that 

fly fishery was basically lost.  I also would go to the Kamloops area of British Columbia with 

a few fellow club members of PSFF and fish for the renowned Kamloops rainbow trout.  They 

are an incredible fish and should be on everyone’s bucket list. 

While I was President of the Puget Sound Fly Fishers our club conservation project was to 

clean and replenish the spawning beds for the feeder creek to Price Lake.  Price Lake was 

one of the few quality waters at the time.  WDFW supervised the entire operation.  We hired 

a helicopter pilot who had served in Viet Nam.  His job was to pick up the barrels of gravel 

and transport them to the spawning area.  The plan was that club members would quickly 

shovel gravel into the one barrel while another barrel was transported by helicopter to the 

spawning area.   

On the very first trip to lift a barrel full of gravel over the tall fir trees, the barrel and cable 

hit a fir tree.  I was sure the helicopter would crash.  Instead the tree snapped like a 

toothpick and all was well.  There were no cell phones with video capability at that time, 

but the vision is still clearly imprinted in my mind. 

A couple of friends who belonged to PSFF owned a drift boat and went to Montana each 

summer to fish the Madison River.  They recommended that I come over to fish the Madison. 

If you have seen “A River Runs Through It” you may have some idea of what this fishery is 

like.  I did not have a drift boat so each year I would go over but I would fish with a guide.  

This fishery is all catch and release and was mostly huge browns and rainbows.  When I 

returned to camp the first time I floated a 14 mile section with a guide my friends said they 

had landed about 30 fish that day.  I had landed and released well over 50 large trout, many 

being 18 inches or larger.  They asked me how I had done.  I said, “I think I probably caught 

30 too”.  This became an annual trek for many years.  Blue ribbon trout water is very special 

and is something all fly fishers should experience. 
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More schooling, life and family happened and my fishing changed to Sea Run Cutthroat 

fishing because my In-Laws owned a home on Puget Sound.  I met Bruce Ferguson while a 

member of Puget Sound Fly Fishers and he befriended me and we spent countless hours 

fishing for the resident Coho.  We worked hard as a Club and as individuals to see if we could 

get them protected.  Their numbers and size were decreasing noticeably. Eventually we 

succeeded despite a tremendous amount of resistance from the State. 

Nine years ago we moved to Thurston County.  I was not very familiar about where to fish for 

Sea Runs in Southern Puget Sound.  I remembered that the South Sound Fly Fishers existed.  

We had done a joint outing when I was President of PSFF and Mel Hurd was President of 

SSFF.  So I joined SSFF and have been involved with the club ever since.  During my 

membership in SSFF I have been most impressed with the dedication and knowledge of those 

members that have served on the Board of Directors.  I have been incredibly lucky to be 

associated with the South Sound Fly Fishers.  To my fellow fly fishers I would like to remind 

all of the words of Lee Wulff, which were something like “A fish is too valuable a resource to 

be caught only once.” 

Gene 

 

Photos courtesy of Howard Nanto 

 

 

Club Dues for 2017 are now due! 
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2017 NORTHWEST YOUTH CONSERVATION AND FLY FISHING ACADEMY 

 

 

By Mike Clancy, Co-Director 

 

2016 is over, and we are now in the planning stage for 2017.  So 

is The Academy.  We will be accepting new applications 

effective January 1, 2017 for another wonderful event for our 

girls and boys, 12 to 16 years old.  What a great opportunity for these kids to learn about 

conservation and fly fishing.  They will spend a week at Gwinwood Christian Community Center 

on Hicks Lake in Lacey, WA. June 18-24, 2017.   They enjoy clean, warm cabins with showers 

and comfortable bunks.  All meals and fly fishing gear is provided. 

Our goal is to open the door to the future in conservation and fly fishing, regardless of financial 

means, for any serious minded youth willing to do the work. 

The applicant must write an essay, stating why “THEY” would like to attend The Academy 

and they will need a letter of recommendation from their school counselor, science teacher, 

minister or a responsible person.  Applications may be submitted via email or U.S. Mail. 

Questions may be directed to Mike Clancy @ mtclancy39@comcast.net, Jim Brosio @ 

brosioj@q.com or Tom VanGelder @ TVG@comcast.net.   Applications are available on our 

website – www.nwycffa.com  email address – nwycffa@comcast.net. And we are on Face Book.      

      

THE YOUTH OF TODAY ARE THE GUARDIANS OF THE FUTURE FOR OUR SPORT OF FLY FISHING 
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Treasurer’ Creel    By Dave Field 

 

Happy New Year everyone!    

You will be pleased to know the club ended 2016 in good 

financial shape thanks in to the many donations received throughout the year.  

The money was certainly put to good use by your board.  

In keeping with the club’s mission donations were made to the conservation 

and education programs in the South Sound and Hood Canal areas.  The club 

donated to Project Healing Waters-- Fly Fishing, a great program designed to 

help our injured veterans recover from their physical and mental wounds 

received during their deployment.  

The club board also initiated donations to Casting for Recovery—Washington.  

The Casting for Recovery Program presented by Diane Sears, the Program 

Coordinator and our own Judy Graham at the October meeting was terrific.  

SSFF plans to support this program that supports victims of breast cancer both 

mentally and physically.    

Our biggest single donation was to Northwest Youth Conservation and Fly 

Fishing Academy. The club encourages all members to make donations to the 

Alan Harger Fund which is dedicated to financially supporting the Academy.  

Make your donations out to SSFF but put “Al Harger Fund” in the notation line 

at the bottom of your checks. 

SSFF also donated to the Coastal Cutthroat Coalition.  SSFF members have  

been in the forefront of research on the fish for many years and is delighted 

that science based management is now the guiding principle in oversight of this 

fishery.  

The 2016 financial report and the proposed 2017 budget is available at the 

membership table at SSFF meetings.  The 2016 club financial report has been 

audited and ready for board and club approval. 
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SSFF Supports Project Healing 

Waters-Fly fishing    

    

 

 

 

 

SSFF supports 

Casting for Recovery - Washington 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 SSFF supports Northwest Youth Conservation and Fly Fishing Academy  
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 Club Bulletin Board  

 

Club Dues for 2017 are due!  

AS of January 1st, 2017, annual dues are now due.   Dues are $40.00 for current 

and former members.  Dues for new members joining the club are $45.00.  The 

additional $5.00 is to cover the cost of your name tag and club patch.  Dues 

can be paid in cash or check at club meetings.   Look for the membership table 

in the meeting room.  Dues can also be sent to the club PO Box.  The address 

is:  SSFF, PO Box 2792, Olympia WA 98507.  Please make your dues checks 

payable to “SSFF.”    

As we are at the start of a new year it is time to verify your email and phone 

numbers.  This verification will ensure the you receive emails about the Garden 

Hackle newsletter, information about outings and other SSFF business.   There 

will be a copy of the current club roster at the membership table with space 

for you to enter any changes to your contact information. 

 

NOTICE TO SOUTH SOUND FLY FISHERS FLY TYERS 

You are invited to come to the fire hall as early as 5:30pm and tie 

flies on club meeting nights.  Fly tying tables will be set-up 

against the south wall of the meeting room (under the windows) 

where electrical power is available.  Fly tiers are welcome to 

bring their tools and equipment and are encouraged to share their skills, 

knowledge, and talents with other club members prior to the club meeting.   

Several club members are virtually professional level fly tiers, many others 

have taken classes sponsored by SSFF and some are new comers to tying.  All 

are happy to talk about flies and demonstrate their skills at the tying bench.   

Come early and watch some of these wizards in action and of course it is 

always fun to discuss the most effective way to fish a fly in their arsenal. 
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 More Club Bulletin Board 

 

 

 The club still has a few teaching rods available for sale at $50.00 
each. Please see John Sabo at the raffle table if you are interested. 
 
 
 

There is a new supply of club patches.  John Sabo has them for 
display and sale at the raffle table. 
 
 
 
 
 

Please do not park in the Fire Station driveway 
during SSFF meetings.  If the parking spaces are 
full in front of the fire Station please use the 

parking area behind the building.  
Willy worm says thank you supporting our firefighters! 
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CONSERVATION AND SCIENCE REPORT 

Issue 11, 2016 

By Bill Bakke 

 

 

The Environmental Impact Statement for the Columbia River System 

It’s Time to Dispel the Myths 

The Environmental Impact Statement for the Columbia River System 

It’s Time to Dispel the Myths 

In the 1950s, when the building of large dams in the Columbia Basin was ramping up, the proponents of 

hydroelectric development recognized the inherent conflict between dams and salmon. Dams were a real 

threat to the salmon and the fishing communities dependent on them. Advocates for hydropower got around 

this obstacle by the use of a slogan - “Power and Fish You Can Have Both”. The source of this optimistic 

promise was the salmon hatchery.  At the time hatcheries had shown little success in producing adult salmon 

returns to the Columbia River, but slogans need not reflect reality.  

Contrast this optimistic view of hatcheries with the approach taken by the Canadians, who were considering a 

proposal to build a large main stem dam on the Fraser River. The International Pacific Salmon Fisheries 

Commission—the body that managed Fraser River salmon—undertook a scientific review of the use of 

hatcheries to mitigate the effects of dams on salmon. The resulting report (released in 1960) concluded that 

mitigation using hatcheries would not maintain the salmon runs in the Fraser. So unlike the United States, 

theCanadians were told they had a choice: salmon or dams. The main stem dam was not built.  
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There are three key lessons from this: 1) The Canadians relied on a scientific review to determine if hatcheries 

could mitigate the effects of dams and the U. S. did not.  2) Even though the record of hatcheries gave little 

reason for optimism, the responsible U.S. government agencies bet our wild salmon on the assumption that 

hatcheries would compensate for the effects of the dams.  3) Once we made that decision and assumed without 

evidence the slogan was true, it became an unexamined belief or myth that has persisted to this day. Many 

years later biologists did undertake scientific reviews of the hatchery programs in the basin but the 

recommendations coming from those reviews were not implemented. By that time there was too much 

invested in the myth to face reality.  

In addition to those scientific reviews, fisheries science has for at least the past 35 years shown that hatcheries 

are a problem for the conservation of wild salmon. The accumulated record of this science is impressive. Since 

1993, the Independent Science Group later named the Independent Scientific Advisory Board has been 

recommending that the Northwest Power and Conservation Council (Council) adopt a more ecological 

approach to its salmon recovery program. But the Council chose to invest in the myth and spent millions of 

dollars on new hatchery programs.  After 34 years, the Council’s salmon recovery program has failed to achieve 

its modest goal of five million salmon returning to the river. The historical run size was 15+  million salmon. 

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Bonneville Power Administration and Bureau of Reclamation have agreed to 

prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) covering the Columbia River System operations in the basin.  

It only took five court rejections of biological opinions and an order from Judge Michael Simon to stimulate the 

agencies to begin work on the EIS. One of the topics that will be covered is fish and wildlife.  We are asking the 

three federal agencies to thoroughly review the origins and consequences of the assumption that hatcheries 

could mitigate the effects of the dams. The joint agency EIS is an opportunity to dispel the myths and put the 

Columbia River Salmon on the path to recovery. We recommend you voice your opinion by going to 

http://www.crso.info to submit your comments through February 7, 2017.      

Jim Lichatowich, Biologist and author 

Rick Williams, Fishery Biologist and author 

Bill Bakke, Wild Native Fish Advocate  

Kurt Beardslee, Executive Director of Wild Fish Conservancy 

Jim Myron, Wild Native Fish Advocate  
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January 3, 2017 
Contact: Kelly Cunningham, (360) 902-2325 

Steelhead license plate available for purchase 

OLYMPIA – Steelhead enthusiasts can now show support for their favorite species by purchasing a 
vehicle license plate with an image of Washington's iconic state fish. 

The steelhead specialty plate went on sale today and revenue generated from plate sales will be used 
by the Washington Department Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) to help support activities critical to 
conserving populations of native steelhead. 

More than 4,000 people expressed interest in buying a steelhead license plate last year when WDFW 
collected the signatures required to seek legislative approval to offer a new specialty plate. The 2016 
Legislature gave the OK to proceed with steelhead license plate sales.  

"We can't wait to see steelhead license plates on vehicles across this state," said Kelly Cunningham, 
deputy assistant director of WDFW's Fish Program. "This is a great way to help fund efforts to 
conserve steelhead in Washington." 

In much of Washington, wild steelhead are listed for protection under the federal Endangered Species 
Act. WDFW is currently taking several actions to restore those populations to sustainable levels, 
including measures that guide fisheries management, hatchery operations, monitoring and habitat-
restoration programs. 

The initial price of special wildlife-themed background plates ranges from $54 to $72 depending on 
the vehicle, in addition to the regular license fees. More information on how to purchase a steelhead 
license plate is available on the Washington Department of Licensing website at 
http://www.dol.wa.gov/vehicleregistration/specialdesign.html 
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South Sound Fly Fishers 

OFFICERS, DIRECTORS AND COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

President: Gene Rivers  acu4pets@hotmail.com 

Vice President: Randy Allen  randyandcarol2@comcast.net    

Past President: Don Freeman donfreeman74@gmail.com 

Secretary:  Wayne Dixon Sr.  wkdixon@gmail.com 

Treasurer:  David Field    d_w_field@hotmail.com 

Director at Large:  Ben Dennis  flyrodranch@comcast.net 

Conservation:  Don Freeman donfreeman74@gmail.com 

Education:  Wayne Dixon Sr. wkdixon@gmail.com 

Fundraising:  John Sabo  chrisonquince@comcast.net 

Membership:  Vacant 

Outings:  Jim McAllister Jimspackmule@msn.com 

Programs: Don Freeman donfreeman74@gmail.com 

Webmaster Contact: d_w_field@hotmail.com 

The Garden Hackle Newsletter:  Dave Field   d_w_field@hotmail.com 

WEB SITE: www.southsoundflyfishers.org 

US Mail Address:  SSFF,  PO BOX 2792, Olympia, WA 98507 

Club Meetings are held the third Tuesday of every month except December, starting at 

7:00pm. Doors open at 5:30PM. Board meetings are held on the first Tuesday of every month 

starting at 6:00 pm. Both of these regularly scheduled meetings are held at the North Olympia Fire 

Station, 5046 Boston Harbor Road NE, Olympia WA. USA. 
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