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Leaders Line                                              

September 11,  2016 

 

Greetings South Sounders, 

In a week or so fall will be officially here, which brings on 

the favorite season for many anglers.  Trout start feeding eagerly again to put on 

weight for winter, salmon return to the rivers, which means chum mostly this year 

for us with Coho and Chinook fishing restricted.  But chum make great sport fishing 

both in the salt and back in the rivers so check in with Jim McAllister about the chum 

outing the club is planning.  Also, out in the sound, I find some of the biggest sea run 

cutthroat of the year as the water cools off. 

Fall also means elections, but I’m not talking about the nationals, mercifully.  We’re 

coming to the end of a cycle for board members and officers in South Sound Fly 

Fishers.  When I was first approached by outgoing President Gary Kellogg to take this 

office years ago, I to as surprised by the idea and asked why me?  He replied that as 

continuing members of a volunteer organization we all enjoy, we all should take a 

turn according to our skills and abilities.  

President Don discusses Fall fishing 

opportunities this time of year. 
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September 20th Program is a fly 
tying demonstration by professional  
fly tier and teacher Janet Schimpf. 
See details of tying class 
              Page 3 and 4
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Outing at Blue Creek on September 
24th. See details. 
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I had experience running meetings and contacts in the local fishing community so 

Gary convinced me to volunteer to move from Conservation Chair to this position. 

Each of us in the club has a different set of skills that can make a contribution.  This 

year we will be replacing the Program chair who arranges speakers and programs, 

Membership; tracking member lists and dues, Education chair for classes and 

seminars, and finally, a new President.  The President office is limited to club 

members that have served on the board of directors within the last five years, but all 

other positions are filled by the general membership.   

Board members may well approach you over the next month or so to encourage new 

blood and fresh ideas for 2017.  Candidates will be announced in October, and the 

new board elected at the December final meeting of the year. 

 

Best regards, 

 

Don Freeman 
 

 

Figure 1Gwill Ging at Coldwater Lk. photo by Howard Nanto 
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SSFF September 20th Meeting 

 

 

FLY TYPING DEMONSTRATION 

 

By Janet Schimpf 

 

Janet has tied over a million flies and makes her livelihood by tying flies as a 

professional.  She has graciously presented both numerous programs and taught 

many fly tying classes for SSFF.  This is an opportunity to speak personally to an 

expert about your fly tying questions.  See her demonstrate flies that you are 

capable of tying and will help you catch fish. 
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Fly Tying Class  

  

There are few seats still available for an Intermediate Level Fly tying Class taught by 
Janet Schimpf, professional fly tier.  Janet has taught a class for our club on 
numerous occasions and always does an outstanding job.  
  
Class size is limited and will be open to the public.  Club members wishing to reserve a spot should 
mail your check made out to SSFF to PO Box 2792, Olympia, WA 98507.  Payment can also be made at 
Club meetings, cash or check only, the club does not take credit cards.  The only way to reserve a spot 
is with a prepaid reservation.  
  

ONLY four SPOTS ARE LEFT !!!  Please pay at the club 
meeting September 20,  if you want to take this class.  If you 
are unable to attend the meeting,mail your check to the club 
Po Box listed in the above paragraph.  

  
Cost is $90 for SSFF members and $100 for non club members.  
  
Dates for the class are Monday Oct. 17, 24 and 31 and Monday November 7.  The classes will run from 7 
to 9pm and will be held at the Olympia Community Center Room 205.  The Community Center is located 
at 222 Columbia St. NW, Olympia, WA 98501.  
  
Participants will need to provide their own vice and fly tying tools but all materials for the flies that are 
taught in class will be provided by the instructor Janet Schimpf.  The Instructor Janet limits the size of the 
class, so to assure a spot a paid reservation is needed—don’t wait.  
 

  

 

Figure 2 Money Maker tied by Gene Rivers 
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The August Picnic 
 
 

 

    Figure 3 Trout at Dry Falls Lake photo by Tom Case 

 
The club’s annual picnic was held Tuesday evening August 16th our regular 
meeting night at the Scott Lake picnic area.  A big shout out of thanks to 
Jim McAllister who arranged for the picnic.  This annual event is a potluck 
and it affords an opportunity for members to spend an evening together 
eating great food (SSFF is known for its great potlucks) chatting about 
their recent fishing adventures.  As in the past some of the members 
limbered up their fly rods and practiced some casting techniques.  The 
lake was producing and a few rises could be seen on the lake as the 
evening progressed.  Again, thank you Outings Chair Jim McAllister for 
serving as host this year. 
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Next SSFF Outing: 

When: September 24th 8:00am (rendezvous at Fred Meyer parking lot for ride share or drive 

independently and meet at Blue Creek)  

Where: Cowlitz River at Blue Creek for Coastal Cutthroat or whatever is in the river 

Bring:   4-5 Weight Rod with floating or slow sink tip line.  Dress for Autumn river fishing. 

Ghilly:  Outings Chair Jim McAllister 

 

2016 SSFF Outings Schedule 

SSFF Outings Chairman is Jim McAllister 360-970-2953. Jim will explain rendezvous points, 

times and details at club meetings. 

Remaining outings this year (other outings may be announced at club meetings) 

Sept. 24             Cowlitz River (Blue Creek) 

October 29       Hoodsport (Chum Salmon) 
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2016 NW Youth Conservation & Fly Fishing Academy Closing Ceremonies 

The 2016 Academy is in the record books as another great event for 20 Boys and 

girls.  It’s fun to watch them improve in their fly tying and especially their casting.  

Some have never had a rod in their hands before.  Two years ago, we had a young 

lad, he had never touched a fly rod, and he won the casting contest.  We had 

over 40 volunteers, a number from SSFF, thank you folks.  The last thing we do 

is present the kids with “Certificate of Completion” for completing the event 

and we have a couple special awards.   

The Alan Harger Award – Is awarded to the individual who best exemplifies the 

fishing partner everyone treasures.  Their amicable nature, their respect for 

others and their ideas, their devotion to the environment and the sport of fly 

fishing, their eagerness to develop skills, and their readiness to share their skills 

and knowledge with others, distinguish them among their comrades at the camp 

and merit this recognition.  The Alan Harger award was presented by Burt Sarver 

(Alan’s fishing partner) to Sasha Conner, a wonderful young lady – 13 years old. 

 

Figure 4 Al Harger Award winner Sasha Conner with Burt Sarver 
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Then it came time to call it a complete, and Rosendo Guerrero, Chairman, WCTU, 

came forward.  He presented to Tom, Jim and myself certificates from TU 

National in recognition of our participation in The Academy, and we received 

recognition from The WCTU.  We were very pleased to receive this recognition, 

but it’s the volunteers, sponsors and instructors that make The Academy what it 

is today.  Thank you everyone – from Tom, Jim & Mike  (C U next year – June 18-

24, 2017).   

 

 

Thank you to Jim, Tom and Mike for all your work in organizing and running the Academy! 
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Weather permitting SSFF will have casting practice before club meetings on 
the Fire Department’s back lawn.  There will be knowledgeable members 
available to assist you with casting. Bring your own fly rod or you can use 
one of the club’s instructional rods that are available.  This is the time to 
sharpen up your casting skills and maybe pick up a few tips.   The club also 
has a few teaching rod available for sale at $50.00 each.     
 
 
 

 

 

 

please do not park your car or truck in North Olympia 

Fire Department’s Emergency Vehicle Driveway during 

SSFF meetings.  If the designated parking spaces in front 

of the station are full, please use the parking area 

behind the building. 

Garden Hackle Willy says, Thank You! 
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South Sound Fly Fishers 

OFFICERS, DIRECTORS AND COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

President: Don Freeman donfreeman74@gmail.com 

Vice President: Randy Allen  randyandcarol2@comcast.net    

Past President: Tom Bolender  tombolender@comcast.net 

Secretary:  Joe Spancic    jspancic@comcast.net 

Treasurer:  David Field    d_w_field@hotmail.com 

Membership:  Don Harold  don@gophish.net  

Conservation:  Ben Dennis  flyrodranch@comcast.net 

Education:  Judy Graham      judybeem@hotmail.com 

Outings:  Jim McAllister Jimspackmule@msn.com 

Programs:  Gene Rivers  acu4pets@hotmail.com 

Fundraising:  John Sabo  chrisonquince@comcast.net 

Webmaster Contact: d_w_field@hotmail.com 

Newsletter:  Dave Field   d_w_field@hotmail.com 

WEB SITE:  www.southsoundflyfishers.org 

US Mail Address:  SSFF  PO BOX 2792, Olympia, WA 98507 

Club Meetings are held the third Tuesday of every month except December, starting at 

6:30pm. Board meetings are held on the first Tuesday of every month starting at 6:00 pm. Both 

regularly scheduled meetings are held at the North Olympia Fire Station (Boston Harbor Fire 

Station)5046 Boston Harbor Road NE, Olympia WA. USA.       
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