
 
   

NOVEMBER  PROGRAM 
 

James Lossee, WDFW manager will speak to us on the Coastal Cutthroat study which is underway. This 
is an important study that is beginning to provide scientists and fisheries managers with some important 
answers about these fish.  James will also report on Munn Lake and the results of the management 
program that the agency and club have been working on the last few years.   
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Greetings Fellow Club Members 
 
Let me urge all of you to schedule in the next club meeting November 17th. We’ll get an 
update from James Lossee, our local WDFW manager and contact for the Munn Lake and 
Coastal Cutthroat projects.  James will describe the progress of the groundbreaking stocking 
study they are preparing to publish; the club’s role in this process and how our efforts are now 
snowballing state wide.  I’m inviting guests. 
 
There is some club business to conduct as well.  It’s time for our annual election for officers 
and board members.  There are nominees for most of the critical offices, but no one has 
expressed interest in promoting club outings.  These can be fishing trips; conservation 
projects or just social gatherings.  Also, at this point we have only one candidate for each 
office, so if you’d like to make a contribution to the club’s direction and activities, this is your 
chance. 
 
Best regards 
Don Freeman 
 

 
 

Support the Northwest Youth Conservation and Fly Fishing Academy 
 

  The boys and girls of today - are the guardians of the future for our sport of fly fishing.                                 
--Mike Clancy 

Around the Bend 
Skip Morris will be our featured speaker in January.  Skip always draws a crowd so 
you may want to come early and get a good seat.  Skip has at least (count’em -- 15 
books) on Amazon.  He usually brings a few books with him for purchase and will 
personally autograph if requested.   This is something to keep in mind with the 
Holidays coming.   

THANK YOU 
 

I wanted to take a moment to thank Dave Field for taking over the monthly SSFF 
Newsletter, the GARDEN HACKLE.  Dave has worked hard and put in a lot of time in 
taking over the Hackle.  It is our main communication to members and also to the 
general public.  Please give him your support.  Gene Rivers 
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SSFF Fly Tying Class Was Fun  
 
The just completed fly tying class received rave reviews.   The classes were very informative 
and fun to attend.   Taught by the fly tying professional Janet Schimpf, class members gained 
a ton of knowledge and sharpened their fly tying skills.  
 
Janet’s “learn by doing.” approach to teaching really helps class members understand the 
characteristics of the tying materials used on each fly.  In this way her students gain a 
knowledge base that helps them tie many other types of flies besides the ones covered in 
class.  
 
The classes were at Olympia Community Center.  The participants brought their own tying 
vices and tools with Janet providing all of the hooks and tying materials. 
 
Fly tying classes and classes on the other aspects of fly fishing are being discussed for next 
year so stay tuned for more learning opportunities in the future. 
 

 
 

Club Elections 
 The club meeting this month is also the official Annual Meeting.  This means 
elections will take place during the business meeting.  The Outings chair is the only 
position without a candidate.  Please consider taking this important job.  Speak to 
anyone on the board about volunteering for this position or another board position.   
 
Remember that the club has no general membership meeting in December.  If you 
forget and come to the North Olympia Fire Station the third Tuesday of December 
you’ll find some friendly fire fighters but no friendly fly fishers in the building.    
 

Happy Holidays! 
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Meet Your Club Board  
 
H. Ben Dennis, Director and Conservation Chair SSFF 
 
H. Ben Dennis is an avid fly fisher and since his retirement working on conservation of rivers and streams 
in the state of Washington has become a significant part of his life. 
 
In 1996, Ben retired after 30+ years in the graphics and advertising/marketing business in Los Angeles 
and Seattle. During the following year Ben moved to Washington’s Methow Valley and started Fly Rod 
Ranch.  Ben renovated an old, 3-story house on a 56 acre parcel that had a spring fed 2-1/2 acre fly 
fishing pond.  
  
 In 1998, Ben and his wife Leslea got involved with the rivers in the area, primarily the Methow River after 
the “powers that be” closed the ESA listed rivers of the upper Columbia.  Ben and Leslea wanted to do 
something that would create a win for the fish and one for the fishers.  Ben successfully negotiated with 
National Marine Fisheries Service and WDFW for a catch-and-release, select gear, summer trout season 
with closed sanctuaries on the Lower River and upper tributaries. 
 
In 2000, putting all his years of outdoor experience and business skills to good use, Ben went about co-
founding Methow Valley Fly Fishers. Ben designed catch & release signage and a brochure about the 
Methow Valley area.  He created an 11x17” map showing the open and closed sections and seasons on 
Methow Valley lakes and streams and it became the major source of information for agencies and tourists 
on fishing the area. 
 
In 2001 Ben proposed restoring a 600 foot ditched spring creek near the National Fish Hatchery in the 
valley. He also started up a guide service, opened a fly shop and began instructing casting and fly tying at 
a valley resort. The following year the government agencies approved permitting the spring creek 
restoration. Over $10,000 in funding was raised thanks to an appeal to the Washington State Council of 
the Federation of Fly Fishers and many in-state clubs. Restoration began in 2004 with 2,700 yards of 
spawning gravel, root wads and rock in 7 riffles. Following restoration the fish returned and have since 
thrived. 
 
At this time Ben also became the Eastside Chair of Conservation for the Washington State Council of the 
Federation of Fly Fishers. Ben represented the Federation on upper Columbia fish issues and 
successfully negotiated steelhead seasons. 
 
In 2007, Ben moved from the Methow Valley to Vancouver Washington and quickly became involved in 
the restoration of the East Fork, Lewis River, home of the state record 32lb.12 oz. steelhead. The river 
had become severely compromised by gravel mining, sediment loads, corruption and mismanagement.  
He put all his energy into creating public awareness, testifying and fighting along with allies for the river’s 
health. 
 
In 2012, Ben saw it was time to get involved in the creation of a fly fishing club (Salmon Creek Fly Fishers) 
whose core would be wounded warriors, a “Healing Waters” veterans group. The veterans are now 
physically involved in the restoration of the East Fork of the Lewis.  They are also part of Clark County’s 
“Adopt-A-Road” and are responsible for a one mile section of road adjacent to the road near the Salmon 
Creek Trail.  They are fighting the folks who have allowed the East Fork to fall into disrepair.  An Eagle 
Scout troop has become active partners with the Salmon Creek Fly Fishers in restoration projects on the 
East Fork and its tributaries. 
 
This year (2015), was time to scale down and be re-invigorated, this time to Lacey and an “active 55 
community”.  While Ben has only been here since June, he asked whether there were fly fishers among 
his new neighbors----yes----and Jubilee Fly Fishers was born, meetings held and membership growing. 
 
Being closer to the state capitol, Ben has made it his mission to visit offices, hand out literature and gain 
meetings with agency leaders to bring to their attention the need for care of our rivers. Ben has also 
gotten himself involved in other river related organizations in the south sound area. SSFF welcomes Ben! 
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Treasurer’s Creel by Dave Field 
  
This month we salute South Puget South sound Salmon Enhancement Group Salmon Trail which the 
club supports through donations of time and money.    
Each November the Kennedy Creek Visitor Center is visited by thousands of people wanting to see 
the Salmon migration.  The center captures regional and national media attention.     
Over the years SSFF members have volunteered to support Salmon Enhancement Groups by serving 
as field volunteers, docents at Kennedy Creek as well as serving as members of their Board of 
Directors. 
A Bit of History 
In 1979, the Chum run in Kennedy Creek was down to its lowest point in years at less than one 
thousand fish.  Knowing a run of this size was not viable, C. Jeff Cederholm of DNR and TESC 
came up with the idea of a Kennedy Creek Salmon Trail. The plan required the combined efforts of 
many non-profit agencies, Taylor Shellfish and Green Diamond Resource Co, the Squaxin Tribe, 
WDFW, DNR and other agencies to restore the creek and spawning habitat. By the end of the 1990’s 
salmon escapement recovered to range between 20,000-80,000 fish! 
 

n  
Students observe chum salmon spawning in Fiscus Creek from Cederholm Bridge on the Kennedy Creek Salmon 

Trail. Photo courtesy: South Puget Sound Salmon Enhancement Group. 
 
 

To help support the Kennedy Creek Salmon Trail, make a visit during their annual fundraiser. The 
4th annual “Chum,Chowder and Chocolate” fundraiser will be held on Saturday, November 21st 
between 11:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. At this event, you can walk the trail, enjoy local chowder and sip 
some hot cocoa. 

Access to the Kennedy Creek Salmon Trail is free for everyone. The trail is open to the public on 
November weekends, Veterans Day, and the Friday after Thanksgiving from 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
During weekdays, the trail is reserved for pre-scheduled school groups. Visit their website for more 
information:  http://spsseg.org. 
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SSFF 
OFFICERS, DIRECTORS AND COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

 
President:  Tom Bolender  tombolender@comcast.net 
 
Past President:  Don Freeman donfreeman74@gmail.com  
 
Treasurer:  Dave Field    d_w_field@hotmail.com 
 
Membership:  Don Harold  don@gophish.net  
 
Secretary:  Dave Bryant  granbry@yahoo.com 
 
Conservation liason:  Don Freeman  donfreeman74@gmail.com  
 
Education:   
 
Outings:  Terry West  Terrywest1@comcast.net 
 
Programs:  Walt Dohring  waltdohring@outlook.com  
 
Fundraising:  John Sabo  chrisonquince@comcast.net 
 
Webmaster: Gene Rivers  acu4pets@hotmail.com 
 
Newsletter:  Dave Field   d_w_field@hotmail.com 
 
 
WEB SITE  www.southsoundflyfishers.org 
 
SSFF  PO BOX 2792, Olympia, WA 98507 
 
General Meetings are held the 3rd Tuesday of every month except December, starting at 6:30pm. 
 
Board meetings are held on the first Tuesday of every month starting at 6:00 pm. 
 
Meeting are held at the North Olympia Fire Station (Boston Harbor Fire Station) 
5046 Boston Harbor Road NE, Olympia WA
 


